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His Majeſty's Speech to both Houſes of 
Parliament, Monday, Feb.10. 1667, pag. 4+ 


and Compoſure 

the Binds of my P2oreſtant Subjects, in Batters of Relt- 
be induced, not only to ſubmit quietly 

alſo chearſully give their Aſſiſtance to 


4846363646455455 $84648684488 888 
To the Bookſeller. 


Onceiving it tobe a Duty to communicate my Jud _— 

(given privately byParts,as occafion hath been cred) 

of the Non-conformiſts, and their Caſc,and alſo reſolved 

to conceal my Name, which can add no Reputation to 

them, nor to theſe Papers z | have ſent them to you, before any 

otherStranger, ( and who but a Stranger may be truſted with a 

Concealment of one he knows fiot ) for two Reaſons. 1, Be- 

cauſe, one of your Acquaintance, who (not knowing my De- 

Fgn) ve me a very good Charatter of you, as Ingenuous, Ho- 

tn; Candid, hom *of Goodneſs and good Men, ( whether 

Co _ or Non-conformiſts) as well without, as within the 

way of your Trade. 2. Becauſe it is not hard to at the 

Bookſeller by his Author, and the Author by his ler ; 

therefore if you may fall within the compals of this Obſervation, 

you fit me,becauſe you printed the Conforming Noz-conformiſt,&c. 

_ another, the Clri ian Tong Clalttaed) Title was taking with 

m_ a Temper rare ) which 1 labour after ; 

and i I have not expreſled ſled in theſe Shes, hall rake a _ 
pleaſure in them, as the niceſt Reader ſhall in any thi 

fers from him. I refer it to you to judg, whether it bes to be 

profitable or not : for before the publication of Books, your Fa- 

culty cither are Judges,or find out Judges of them; and thees 

ders cat, or __— only __ you have taſted of ES 


Read and jud Þ NG 
A perry ering in: tho or ee ckke by be cb ape 
on. And then 


won, wn; A 
private and a decent Burial, Puaraged cer —wry, who tho 
dobe bug a ſimple Man, = em and for his Maſter's 
fake : It (ſhall no more offend CO— , than that if ano» 


ther take the name of them, provided Philagathor, 


To 


Tothe READER. 

T” whole Book, is to the Reader, yet a ſhort Epiſtle to hins 

me, who do not begin or mamtain a Controverſy againſt hing, 
or againſt any other ; Pacem te quzrimus omnes. Tou may per- 
I am againit Diſſenters alſo, we agree ſo far but I am aguinit Diſ- 
ſemters within doors, that keep Diſſenters cnt 5, lt us make up the 
the only Men of God, that I am not hired by i114, nor ſpeak fir 
them in hopes of Preferment under the *Preibyteria.: © roernment, to 
to ſhew the Non-confornifts favour, nor «a Man of fame to ſerve 
them by any Teſtimonial ;, but that 1 Laboured to nouriſh ſome good 
ftrations, and Degrees. 

2. To think more highly of others than of my ſelf, not only as 
every one that ever ſpake a word in ſeaſon to me, which many of the 
Non-conformiits have done, when I was ignorant and out of the way, 

e the ſame Things, and carried on the ſame Work: which was 
the Inſiructien, Converſion, Conſolation, and Edification of Souls 
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may be neceſſary. 

I. To intreat him to ſfare his pains in writing againſt 
haps ſeek to keep it within the unaltered Cor flitution, and be ſo 
much for Peace, that you would have not one D.ſſenter in the Land, 
Breach as fait and as firong as we can. 

2. To inform him, that I do not lock upon ihe Nonron formiſts as 
be ſet up ( as ſome fear I aſſure Lim I never feor nt,nor hope for it. 

j To —_— felf known to him, that I am not a Min in Power 
Diſpoſutions and Qnabties. 

I. To adore one and the ſame Spirit in difſcrent Gifts, Admini- 
they are in Power, but as in real Worth, tho but at the Footſtool, 

3. Thankfulneſs to Ged ;, and were it in my power to ſhew it to 
whoſe Names are in honour with me 5, and the like I achnowledg, and 
ever ſball, to ſeveral that now conform. Time wat, when they all 
not biting one another, nor grudging at one another. I never heard, 

in 


To the Reader; 


in hundreds of Sermons, —_— Opinions, ther /@ up 
by fone ple by others. hes dent ther fend wer 

” 1, others —_— and others Epiſcopal,but we _ 
”o things [pit s. ve ſore think that 1 
preaching Dos was meer Fanatic av, bleſſing the Uſurpation 
railing againſt Biſhops, or crifjing Calvin with an Infallibility ; Non 
ego Lutherum pradico, ſed Chriltum, ſaid Luther. Calvin was 
an admirable Man, a fred Stranger to them that ſpeak moſt againſt 
him ; but he was preac —_ than Chrift fpake in him ; Non 
Calvinum ſed Chriſtum pradicabant. 


Fey Gen, ron 
. ar. 


"Paſſions, or Imereits of 
as to eminent "Profeſſors of the Chriſtian Faith, and think that com- 
mon Chriftianity hath ſuffered much by their ſilencing and difparage- 
ment, A great part of tht World is made to believe, that the Non- 
conformiſts are nct fit to be imployed in the Church, nor truited by 
the State, But what they arc God knoweth, and the World may know 
if they pleaſe to conſult their Writings, and to examine their Decla: 
ration of their Tenents. They are not, to them that know them, what 
they are reported by,and to them that know them not. I ſeldom ſee any 
of them, very ſeldom converſe with them, yet I know them ſuffucientl 
to make me bewail their condition, and the vait danmage to t fands 
Souls, not in the out-chirt alone, but very Heart of England, by 

their Excluſion and Suppreſſion ; who are both able and willing to pro- 
mote the everlaiting Intereit of precious Souls, which are committed 
in the mean while, in many parts of the Land, to then that neither 
can nor will, If a Hutbard-man have more Land than he can Till, 
much of his Land muſt lie Fallow and yeeld no profit ; if a Husband- 
man have 4 great Harveit, and diſcharge his Libourer:s, he will ſuf- 
fer loſs. It is a ſmall "Pariſh indeed that will not find a pretty in- 
duſtrious Man work enough : There is enoneh for us, and for them 
to do, if there were the greateit Union of Minds, and wiſcit diſtri- 
butions, according to each Mans Alilities. 
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To the Reader. 


g. 1 have ſometimes taken heart to vindicate what may be juſti 
in them, out of a juſt reſpe@ to the Common Faith, and 'P 
Religion ;, and there is no more objeed, nor worſe things imputed 
to them by "Proteſtants, than "Papiſts impute to ws all : If I have no 
courage to plead for them, ſo fur as their Cauſe will bear it, I may 
prove a Coward in mine own Cauſe ; Every grod Min ought to be 
true to Truth, and the common Chriſtianity. 

6. Not to revile nor provoke them that differ from me. If I have 
deſcribed any "Perſons of an impoſin poſiooting temper, with any 
meaſure of ſeverity : if there be no ſuch *Perſans,it is a miſtake, and 
no injury 5 if there be ſuch, Writing is "Painting, I have fitted my 
Colours to the Face, I have not repreſented any ſowrneſ; of Counte- 
nance, but what I ſaw upon it. Let ws all entertain 'Peace, and give 
it place to rule in our Hearts, ſeek, "Peace and purſue it, and pray 
for the "Peace of Jeruſalem. Farewel. 


CO 


The Reader is entrexted co exc uſe the Err906, the Author bring abſent from the Prefs, 


Theſ tew the Printer bath obſ:rred, wig, Pages, read Paſcr, O.tth rn r, Arthas 
many Minifters are poor. Þ. 20, |, of. r, Nonrenformity, DÞ, xy. &. that maintained & 
Nece ity, P.28. 1. p27. tr. Fort... OP. w9.l 39-1. conrleded Þ, yo. the wards of Cliltaill 


fhruld have been in the Margeat, Þ. 6s, |). 28, rr, Synams, 


cr) 
$384 $9668? 
POT MOOD RO OR ARBTRCONGOT NA GCC 


A Compaſionate Repreſentation of the 
Cn e and Condition of the Non- 
conformiſts, &c. 


i Am a Chriſtian, and therefore a Member of the Body 3 


. 1 


os ” 


and as ſuch, am obliged by the Law of Chriſt, and excited 
by his Grace, to endeavour the Growth, PerfeQion, and 
Unity of that one Body 3 and according to the meaſure of 
bag Grace and Lite received, I cannot but feel the pain of 

9 Diflocations, Wounds, Weakneſs, Exciſion, Sickneſs, or 
Suffering of any Part or Member of it. It 1 have any 
Faith or Love, I cannot but pray for the Peace of Jeruſalem. 

But Miniſters above all Chriſtians muſt have Salt in themſelves, and be 
at peace one with another : they muſt preach the Goſpel themſelves, and 
rejoice that it is preached by others, tho otherwiſe-minded ; and all Chri- 
ſiians muſt pray that the Word of the Lord may have a free courſe, and be 
kt I have ſome feeling of the broken ſtate of the Church of God in this 
Kingdom : but, alas! how little do I feel? how untit am I to move thoſe 
that have healing Hands, and fore of Ointments, to heal our Wounds ? 
It I could but open the Cafe of a Church for many years in pain, to be de- 
livered of her Burden, ing to bring forth Unity and Peace, but can- 
not: followed long with firong Convultions, that it is a wonder ſhe hath 
not died in every Fit 3 I might move the compatſions of her Phyſicians, to 
hold a Confultation to expedite her Cure. Many of her Sons have of late 
bemoan'd her 3; and fore have made enquiries into the Cauſes of her 111 
neſs 3 but their Compathons have done themſelves more good than her. 
She is not at all the better for their trouble for her 3 ſhe is as ill at caſe 25 
at any time, in a waſting, complaining, declining ftate. And to fay the 
truth, there arc many that make fad Complaints of her Pafſion, HarſhneGs, 
and Severity T hey fay, that ſhe procured the turning of many of her Mi- 
niſters out of their Maiter's ſervice 3 that ſhe is not kind to her own Chil- 
dren, but locketh up her Bread from them, or appoints Stewards that do 
not faithfully diſpenſe unto them, = ſell their Bread, and put the Mo- 


ney 


(2) 
ney in their own And thoſe Stewards for ſmall Wages hire under. 
Officers, that feed them but once a day, moſt commonly with that which 
colts them bur little. And that ſhe is fo ſevere, that all that ſerve her, 
muſt put in Bonds for more than they can pay, and ſubſcribe to im 
bilitics 3 and, in ſhort, they fay, ſhe uſurps authority over her Husband. 
They ſay, they can ſerve him, Ga cannot pleaſe her they can ſerve him, 
and dic for him, but cannot live in the fame Houſe with her. 
For my part I will ſay no ill of her, nor make bate between the Bride 
and the Bridegroom 3 I am honoured to be a friend to him, and indeed [ 
cannot be his triend, and not hers. Bur this, Ile rather ſay, that ſhe hath 
taken ſome ill courſes, and no good courſes for her own peace 3 ſhe hath 
been led, and abuſcd by ill Inſtruments about her, and is indeed changed 
from what ſhe was in former times, and is not fo kind and tender as the 
was wont to be, by report of many that knew her heretofore. I am cx- 
ceeding, ſorry for her. O that i could give her caſe ! I am no Phyſician my 
ſelf; but a ſorry Meſſenger may run and call the Doctor, and belcech him, 
that if he have any bowels or tenderneſs of heart, he would make haſte and 
apply all his skill ro fave the Life, and reſtore the Health of the Mother of 
many Children, who will fall into the cruel hands of Pope and Devil, (6 
ſoon as her eyes are cloſed. O how they long to hear of her Diflolution ! 
O what a ſick and divided Houſe do | livein! I cannot rake reſt in my 
Soul for the Contentions of my dear and loving Matter's Wite 3 I cannor 
lie dry in my Bed for the continual dropping : My Pilgrimage and courſe 
tor theſe many years, hath been mnt uncomtortable unto me tor the conti- 
nual dropping in a rainy day. The Contentions are notorious, all 
our neighbours know them. *Tis a moſt divided Houſe ! I have no heart 
to make repetitions, of what I have read and heard to paſs between my 
dear Mother and my dear Brethren + between my Brethren amongſt them 
{clves, and the fellow-Servants. It is a ſhame that the World ſhould know 
it ! But it cannot be hid : our very Enemics laugh among themiclves, and 
hope to turn us all out of doors, and get poſſeihon. They have been diſ- 
puting, ſtating of Caſes, petitioning, pleadiag , and appealing to the 
Judgment-ſcat 3 that my heart akes to think of theſe thi I have 
prayed for Pcace, and have denied my felt, to pleaſe my Mother. I will 
not find faule with her 3 my Soul longs for peace, and if I might prevail, 
I 6annot tcll what I would do, on condition that her Servants that have 
been turned out,may be taken in. Eut becauſe I cannot ſee how this will 
be without an Order of the Juſtices of Peace, I will humbly zepreſent the 
Caſe as truly as 1 can, and intreat their Order for a ſpeody ſettlement of 
wy diſplaced Brethren. The Complaints arc —_ The Mother com- 
plains of the diſobcdicnce of her Children, they will not be ruked by her : 
lbc 


tyening in hex Houſe 3 
to all and every thing 
contained in a certain Book, and uſe no other. | Sore "of them do not 
love to be impos'd upon, are of thoſe as to know 
how to pray, and plead a Promiſe from their Maſter, of his holy Spirit to 
affit them. In the diſcharge of any Impoſed Form (but others can ſabmit 
to that, if that would do) She would have them wear white Linen, wide 
Sleeves, &c. kneel when they cat and drink at the Lord's Table 3 and will 
have all their Children baptized, and alſo crofſed in the forehead, which 
if you would ſee, is not to be feen, for indeed it vaniſhes as ſoon as made. 
For theſe things ſhe pleads Authority in her Self, and from her Supreme 
Governour upon Earth. Since her Marriage with Kings, ſhe is grown 
wealthy in Eſtate. The Woman that was ſometimes in the Wilderneſs, 
drawn before Magiſtrates, caft into Priſon, that was forced to hide her 
head in Conventicles in thoſe nights of old, (that for many Ages ſpake a 
hard language, wore a triple Crown, went ini gorgeous Apparel, of Ce- 
remonies upon Ceremonies, carried in pomp, ( Princes did kifs her feet) 
that adorn'd her Walls with Tapiſtry and Images 3 grew Imperial in 
making Laws, and gave her mouth to Curfing and Bitterneſs.) 1 Gay, the 
now can ſhew her face, that was ſometimes forced to hide it, and is be« 
come Reformed and Chaſte 3 but having Lordſhips and Preterments to 
beſtow, ſhe hath been rather like a Dominecring Milireſs, than gentle Mo- 
ther, as ſome of her Children have complained of her 3 and hath rather 
ſuted her ſelf to the Mode of Earthly Kings, than the Will of her Hea- 
venly King and Husband. It cannot be denicd but that ſome have been 
ambitious of her Favour, and for the Preferments which they have goe 
by their Ceremoniouſneſs, have done her no good, and to get upabove 
her fellow-ſervants, have ſet her above her ſelf. And for ought I ſee,theſe 
ambitious covetous Perſons have been evil Inſtruments of great Contens 
tions and Differences with her Children ; and they alſo having a ſpice of 
Adam's rature, and growing ſiomachtul, with their Reaſon, could not bear 
a Superiority among Equals, and ſeeing they were Children of the ſame 
Father, knew no other difference than for Prudential Govexnment, 4 Pri- 
ority of Order, or the Honour of Seniors 3 but not a Supericy;ip- of De- 

gree and Power. F 
The more powerful Houſe (for,alas! they have divided Houſ' s) that they 
may trake Laws and govern others, do attribute great Authority to the 
Church indeed as great as Jefus Chrilt her King and Husband had : as 
if when he aſcended into Heaven, he gave among his other Gitts, even all 
that he had himſelf, to his Church =_ Spouſe. - One RR. a Writer that 
2 pro- 


profefſed to much 
and Reaſon of her 


Preface before biz Col- © Juriſdiction to correRt and reform, by Spiritual 
leftion of Canons, ce, © Cenfures, to preſerve the Churches Purity, and 

* reduce to Unity the Troublers of the Churches 
© Peace, not by _—_—_— alone, but Spiritual Cenſures, even to caſting 
* out of the Church. The other,a Power of Legiſlation, to make Canons 
« and Conſtitutions. For tho our Great Lord (faith he) hath already gi- 
« ven to his Church moſt holy and wiſe Rules and Laws for the fame 
<« purpoſes 3 yet becauſe _ general, and there may ſome doubts and 
© controverſies ariſe about their meaning , it doth neceſſarily follow that 
« there mult be an Authority left to this Church, and Governours theres 
{* of, to make new Laws upon emergent occalions, to determine particu» 
&« larities, (where by the way obſerve, that trom a Power to refolve the 
Doubts that may ariſe about the Sence and Mcaning of thoſe General 
Laws of Chriſt, he gets ground by ficalth, even to infer a Power to 
make new Laws) *and there muſt be a dehnitive Sentence of Superiours to 
« decide Doubts and Controverſies. He argues both from the reaſon of the 
© thing, and that Chriſt gave this Power, Joh.20. 21, 22, As my Father ſint 
© Me; ſo ſend I yow. And one particular of yy wang there expreſſed 3 
« Whoſe ſoever Sins ye bind on Earth,they are in Heaven, The Legiſlative 
* power of making Laws and Conſtitutions for regulating Manners, and 
«* determining Controverſies, cannot be denied to be granted in that large 
* Com miſſon 3 As my Fatber ſent me, ſo ſend I Ton, &r, ( Where again 
obſerve how he grows upon us, from a Miſhon to a Commiſbhon. They are 
ſent indeed, but their Commiſſion is no other than tv 9» when ſent.) 
Yea in the next ſentence he ſaith, ous Lord commiſſions his Apolliles, (ob- 
{erve, that pag.1.) he dehnes the one Holy Church, to be the Society of 
Believers to whom that double power was given 3 but here it is given to 
the Apoſtles: (Have the Society of Believers the ſame powes the Apoliles 
had ? or, doth the Commiſlion given to the Apoliles, impower the Socic- 
ty of Bclievers to do as they did ? ) © He commiſhons the Apofiles (faith 
* he} with the ſamc neceflary ſtanding Power that he had,and exerciſed as 
« 2 man,ic\the good of the Church ; this is a Commiſſion in al for ma- 
* king Law s > Then in particular, for making Articles, Decifions of 
< Doctrines» controverted Power is more explicit and expreſs, Mat. 28. 
« All Power is given unto me : Go ye therefore, and teach all Nations; that is, 
« with Authority, And what is it to teach with Authority, but to com- 
* mand and oblige all to receive the Truth fo taught? When I 
xad ſuch Diſcourlcs, and ſuch Conſequences, IL do lefs worder that ay 
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who are given to frong Delulions, do ſee thoſe dazling Wonders ; in Tr 
& Petr, & ſuper banc Putram ; or, that ſee the two Swords commirred to 
St. Peter, in, Poſſe Oves meas, when he was only appointed to be a carefull 
Shepherd, Paſfe Over meas ? Bur ſorne Men are peripicuous, and have Eyes 
to lead others (that want Eyes of their own) and can ſee as clearly into a 
plain Text, as a Prieft can into the bottom of a Papift's Heart, by his All- 
ſeeing Ear in Auricular Conteffion. 

Others do build their Towers and Caftles upon other Texts, which I 
paſs by. — Thus for the ample power of the Church. The power which 
Chritt hath given to her I revere and acknowledge. 

Others go arother way to work, and lay the ſpecious Towers and 
Battlemen's of Vaiformity and Diſcipline and Ceremonies upon the King's 
Supremacy 3 athrming two things : 1. That the Modes required,are things 
indifferent. 2. That the chict Magilirate may make Conſtitutions about 
things indifferent, 

And ſome upon one, and forme upon another ground, do raiſe a great. 
Duſt, Contention, and Diſcontent : fone quarrel not, but are of a mode- 
rate and peaccable diſpoſtion, and wiſh for Peace and Concord : but theſe 
aro quarrelled with tor their Moderation. And truly it is an ill fign of an 
aſpiring contentious nature, in thoſe that will tall out with Peacemakers, 
that arc ſober and moderate, and wiſh that both contending fides may un-- 
derſtand one another better, and love one another more, and remove the 
matter of debates and firifes. How are the Ejected called! it grieves my 
heart to hear them called all to naught: and how are theſe names retur- 
ned ? And many throw Bones of Contention among them 3 whiſper, 
ard backbite, and carry tales, to foment the heats, which gentle rempers 
labour to cool. 

The other broken Party of the diſſatisfied and complaining Family, arc 
not ſo well agreed as it were to be defireds but they differ more in Acci- 
dentals than Subſtantials from one another, 1 mean the Brethren whoſe 
cauſe 1 attempt to open. Some of them will conſent to an impoſed Form 
of Prayer, and all to Decency and Order, as neceflary in Chriſtian Aſſem- 
blies 3 and, in a word, to all that is contained in the General Kules and. 
Laws of Chriſt, and rationally deduced from them, as far as they do un- 
derſtand. They all ſubmit to an Epiſcopacy of primitive Inſtitution and 
Limitation, with the due Exerciſe of Diſcipline 3 and they that cannot 

to the fame Form of Government, are for maintaining Peace and 
Love under different Forms, and they yeeld enough to have made them 
Miniſters in the Apoſtles days, and after. They fay, 'tis true, that to us 
there is but one Lawgiver, and that is Chriſtz and they will teach what- 
ſoever he hath commanded them : They bold that his Laws arc ſufficient 
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for the Government of the Church 3 that the Church mnt be 
Chriſt ; that her Power, as Proteſtant Writers have maintained, 
niſterial under Him 3 that all Power is ſeated till in Him, «nd not 
over by Him to any other 3 that the Churches Power is not deciſive, 
as ſuch they argue, that Controverſies have not been decided, 
here ingrofſed the name of the Church) but declarative, and fo 
as the Reaſons are cogent and divine. They acknowledge the King's Su- 
premacy, as it hath been declared by former Learned Writers againſt the 
Romiſh Antagoniſts, and Uſurpers of that Sovereign Right : [ as by Nowel 
againit Dorman, Rainold's conference with Hart , King Jemes, and many 
more.) They aſſert a Lib:rty which Chrift hath given t and cannot 
ſubject themſelves, as the ſervants of men, in the things of God. 

Thcy offer to aſſent to all the Eſſentials of the Chriſtian Faith, to ob» 
ſe. ve all the Ordinances of Chriſt, and every part of his Worſhip, and De» 
cency and Order in the Worſhip of God, as was ſaid before 3 and, in ſhort, 
do ſay, Shew us but what the Apoſtles Rule was, and we will walk ac- 
cording to it, and, as far as we have attained, be of one mind, and walk 
according to the ſame Rule, 

But then, they can never yeeld to declare an unfeigned Aﬀent and Con- 
ſent to Laws, Rubricks, and Ceremonies, that are ſignificant of any Grace, 
or obligatory to any Duty of the Covenant ot Grace, or to make Cere- 
monies fedcral Signs, tho not Scals 3 nor the Reading the 4 and 
NegleQing Canonical Scripture, and other things, which divers of them 
have ſpoken of at large, and cannot be repeated in this place. They pro- 
fels, and we believe them, that they quarrel not becauſe they may not be 
Lords and Biſhops, or that others are fo promoted 3 they declare it is no 
grief to them, it the Magpiliratc, or legal Patrons, beſtow the Revenues of 
the Church upon whom they pleaſe, and are legally qualified according to 
the Conſtitution. They only beg the uſe of that Liberty of their Conſci- 
ences, to preach and worſhip God according to the Primitive Rule, and 
Simplicity 3 and that th:y may not be EzeQtcd and Excommunicat:d, and 
forc.d to beg their Bread, becauſe they cannot conſent to what they cannee 
believe, nor vow againſt their Duty. 

The danger of giving them a Toleration, while they remain Difſſenters, 
is firong]y ſuggeſted, from the multiplication of Paprſts, Socinians and Jews, 
as the etfe& ot the Toleration in the Netherlands. 

But ewo things may be replied: 1. Widen the Terms, which may be 
done with fatety to the Church, and there will be no need of a Tolera- 
tion, they will be incorporated with us. 2. There can be no ſuch dan- 
ger frem Chriſtians of the ſame Faith, and ſubſtantial Worſhip, but of diffe- 
rent Accidental Modes, as from Socinians, Papiſis, Jews, of a p—_ 

Fait 
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Faith and Worſhip. And why we cannot be as kind and liberal to Na+ - 
tives, indulging a Liberty to them in (wall things, as we arc to French, 
Dutch, and to Latherans, 1 do not know. 

I have repreſented the Diviſions of this moſt famous Church of Chiiſt, 
not with the exactnels of an Hiſtorian, nor of an Arbitrator, or a Mode- 
rator, but as belt ſuiring with a Man in haſie, and trouble. And, here's 
enough to move the honeſt and faithful Juſtices to arbitrate Differences, 
and command the Peace. Nothing elſe will do, nor any other Man fo 
likely to compoſe the Difference as they. For Prayers innumerable have 
been made to God 3 who as by means in ſettlements of Peace and Or- 
der ;, therefore we mult pray Men too, The different 
Parties will not agree» The © ommitſhoners * diſputed, * inthe Savoy,an. 
and both carried the Cauſe. The EjxGted humbly peti- 1662, | 
tioned the Biſhops for Peaces they would not hear by the King, 
them. And what Arguing, Preaching , Writing hath | 
been ever fince! Some Reverend Sons of the Church, in love to Þ 
and fcar of Enemies, have carneſily called and exhorted the Diſſenting 
EjeQed Brethren to come and unite, to come into the Preſent Conſtitu- 
tion, as ſafeſt, as firongeſt, as beſt, &c. But if they could not come in at the 
Narrow Door, cighteen years ago, and the Door as narrow (till as ic was 
then, and there be the ſame Croſs-bars laid acroſs, as were then, to keep 
them out, to what e is the Exhortation? I there a great Storm a 
mRgy they think that Chriſt is the ame Ship, and they are as ſafe as 
any other. They may clearly plead, they —— conformed at hiſt, 
upon better worldly terms than now 3 they might have ſaved what they 
have loſt, and got their ſhare with others : to come now to conform, when 
all places are full, and not cnow tor numerous Expettants, and when there 
is nothing for ther without tedivus waiting 3 and if their Judgments and 
Conſciences could not enter then, how can they now ? Unleſs their Heads 
have voided all their Reaſons, and fo are grown leſs, or that Cuſtom hath 
made the Entrance ſmoother for them. Learned and Worthy Men have 
written for and againſt, and are they gained over to one another ? If they 
are, it is more than they will con The one writes the Miſchief” of 
Seperation 3 the other denies the Charge and Proof 3 and another throws 
back the Miſchicf, a Miſchief of Impotitions : and many Swords arc drawa 
by Seconds, too many bitter words for the Children of the fame Heavenly 
Father, that are called to One, even to the One Hope of their Calling. 
The one wiites, Tow are guilty of Schiſm : and the other ſays, Who made it ? 
»— = My Bowels, my Bowels ! O thou the Prince of Peace, makg Peace in thing 
own Houſe, Family, and Kingdom ; rake of theſe twain, one Body, and let 
there be no Sctukminit ; as they are made One Body, in One, the fame 
Brealt- - 


3. ,i i. 
| vn 2p re wg ſo let them be ſhod with 
the of the Goſpel of Preparation of Peace, and let not one hinder 
another to run, but cauſe both to walk in the ſame path, to put on Cha- 
rity, and to have the ſame mind that was in thee, — 

Methinks it were but fit for us, who weekly petition our Lord 'to 
deliver w from all Uncharitablenefi, from all falſe Doivine, and Schiſm, 
out of a Spirit of Love ( if the Peace of God rule in our Hearts) upon 
our knees to petition our Governours for our Brethrens cmg—_— and 
reunion with us, that they may not lie under the Cenſures and Reproaches 
of open Sinners, nor lie under the Imputation of Schiſm, and other ſu- 
ſpicions, and be the ſubje& of Scorn to every Papiſtical Seribler, and many 
other Miſchiefs and Slanders : Put there being no hope of that, let every 
Man do his part for healing of the Breaches. And therefore I cannot but 
ask my Superiours Pardon to handle a tender point indeed, even to re- 
commend the Caſe of my Reverend Brethren the Nonconformifts,to the good 
Opinion, and charitable thoughts of them that can help with one At to 
decide, what a thouſand Volumns cannot. I would not, it be mi{- 
underſtood, I am for Unity and Conformity, but not ſuch an Un 
as hinders Unity, by turning the C hurch into a Varty. Iam not a partial 
Hyprr- aſpifter, they can beſt manage their Caule, as beſt knowing their own 
mind, neichcr have they been wanting to it 3 Nor ſhall I give my Mo- 
ther the Church an unbeſceming word 4 but yet between the Jadicions 
Holy and Peaccable part of Fathers and Brethren of it, and the FaQtion- 
making, Aſpiring-party, I cannot but diſtinguiſh. Indeed theſe call them- 
ſelves | the Church |, but by monopolizing the Church, and in g the 
Goods of the Church it they could 3 they have no greater of the 
Spirit of tie truc Catholick Church, than their deſpiſed Brethren, com- 
monly called Schiſmaticky by them. Theſe are ſuprs, or Tranſ-Conformiſt , 
that keep the Rule of Contormity much as they do their Reſidence. Theſe 
Men are Nonconformiſts too, as I could ſhew in ſome conſiderable particu- 
lars, and arc a Kabriek, to themiclves, But my buſincls 's not to accuſe 
them but ſeeing the moiſt arc Non-conformifts, cither above or- under the 
Rule, (aRulc, if tirictly kept at all cimes,in all Othces, where were a man's 
Prudence? and it a Man hath no Pruderce to uſe, or may not uſe it, he is 
very unht to be a Miniſter in the Church of God.) 1 am for the calling of 


more Non-confermiſts into the Company, and for making Non-conformifts 


"5 
Our bleſſed Saviour, in the Parable, compares himſelf to an Houſholdes 
poing a far Journey, that gave authority to his Servants, and'to Cvcry Man 
is work, and commanded the Porter to watch and when he went, he 
lets Peace as a Legacy > My Peace I leave with you. But, alas ! how few have 


loughe 


But becauſe he doth not go to Plow, or go a begging, or to ſome Corners 
of the Land, 6 go-to ſome Forreign Plantation, he is rated as a trouble- 
ſom Fellow, factious, and querulous, and knows not what he would 
have. Pofſſciſors are deat to Petitioners. He that would recover his 
Right muſt go to Law for it, or loſe all, except a little Alms, and that as 
pure Kindneſs, without pretence of Right or Deſert. 

There were a Company of Juilices chat fate long upon the Bench, and 
theſe firſt made an Order tor Miniſters to come in Bond to certain Duties, 
or clſc they diſcharge the Pariſhes of them, and turn them out of doors. 
Many hundreds r: to give in their Bonds, upon which they were 
turned out of their Houſes and Pariſhes 3 and by an attcr-Order, they were 
not to come withia tive Miles of any Corporation, that ſent Burgeſſes to 
Parliament, or of their own laſt Abodes3 forbidding them thereby any 
Employment in Corporations, to get their Livings, or the Charity ot their 
former Neighbours, it they had any. Theic and their Familics arc 
up and down the Nation, indeed, no better eſteemed, which is a ſhame to 
tell, than Vagrants, by too many, yea, unht to live. 

Now foralmuch as they may be very ulctul, it would be an A&t 
your place, to move the Honourable Bench ot Juſtices, that never li 
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that rigorous Order, in Mercy and Juſtice to take the Caſe of theſe cjeRt- 
ed Miniſters to conſideration, and by another Order to them to 
dwell and labour in any City, Town Corporate, Village, and Pariſh whatſo- 
ever any thing in any Law or Statute to the contrary notwithſtandi l 
make bold to preſent theſe following Particulars to you, with Truth and 
Charity. 

1. Their Sufferings. 

2. The Hardneſs of their Caſe, 

3- The Reaſonablencis and Equity of many of their Defizes and 
Propoſals. 2 

4- Qualifications, and worth of their Perſons. 

$. Their Bchaviour. 

6, The Concluſion, 


L. Their Sufferings. And they admit of various Aggravations, ac- 
cording to their various Circumſtances. Some of them were Fellows of 
Colleges, and not otherwiſe preferred, in the heat of their Studies 3 and 
thereby, together with their Preferments and Livelihoods, loſt what could 
not be recompenced to them, their Opportunitics tor learned Studies, and 
their Increaſe of Abilities, which is an incſtimable Loſs to any good and 
fiudious Man, It zvas a Trial to ingenuous Men, to be turned out of 
their Fellowſhips, ( their lictle Regalities ) and become ins or 
Schoolmaſiers, for ten or twenty Pound per annem. And there is a diffe- 
rence in a Man's Entertainment, when he is courted and invited into a 
Family, or Employment, and when his Neceflity drives him 3 and his 
Entertainment looks more like a Courteſy, than a Reward, with Obli- 
gation and Acknowledgment. 

Others had but a lictle Time of Settlement in their Country-Prefer- 
ments, to lay up any thing for themſelves and Families. The more conſci- 
encious the Miniſters are, the more apt to marry young, <hufing rather to 
caſt themſclves double upon the Providence of God, than fin in a ſingle 
Life 3 honeſt Marriage being honourable, tho attended with honeſt Po- 
verty. And the moſt of their Ejecors, being fingle Perſons, and having 
caten the Cream of Preferments in their riſing Times, had little confide- 
ration towards and (mall Familics. Indeed as many as had treaſured 
up Faith in God, and his Promiſes, had enough to hold out their Pilgri- 
mage: But if God was fo kind, as to give them Faith to live by, « 
were unkind, that would force them to that noble kind of Life. If God 
had given them Grace, care ſhould have been taken to find them Work. 
Bur God did not caſt them out of their Work, nor out of his Care: He 


became their Patron wham Men cjecced, and preſented them, _— 


Mind, of Mr. Lawrence, of Baſee-Church 
Preacher ) turned out with a Wite and 


muſt maintain me, my Wife and Children, and it is enough for us all, or 

words to this cf, ( it is many years ago fince a worthy Perſon told me ' 
the Story ) and ſo he found it true: And being driven out of the Coun- 
try by the Rigors of ſome Men, his double Ejection, the firſt out of his 
Pariſh, the ſecond out of the Country, made way tor his Settlement in 
London, whither he was forced. And ſuch Reaſons as thele may be given, 
why many of the Non-conformiſts reſort to Londin, and other Towns, 
which is imputed to them by forme as a Fault of Ambition, or worſe. 

Others, how far ſocver grown in Years, and defirous of Reſt in the 
Work of Chriſt, muſt out of their an Qyarters, colligere Sarcinss, re» 
move their Beds, and be gone, and fell their Books. And what many of 
them have ſuffered ſince, is not 4 go to aggravate, God hath taken 
care of many, and given them Food and Raiment, and Work at their 
Peril and Coſt. And others, belides the Hardſhips of Impriſoamenes, 
Chargeablencſs of many Removes, have lived by their Induſiry, by their 
Labours, even of their hands, a very hard and pinching Life, as I doube 
not, is very well known to many of all Qualities, and that many Mini» 
fiers in the Church are very poor. It is not well taken by ſome, that they 
ſhould complain of their Sufferings 3 and may be not well taken from me, 
to relate what I know and have heard of particular Perſons, to whom 
with their Children, caſt Suits have been acceptable, to cover and adorn 
them. 

I know it is objeed, that many live better than ever they did ; get 
Hundreds per annum, keep Coaches, &c. 

I anſwer, 1 do not think there is any Non-conformifts in the Land, but 
will quit what they have for what they had, without ſeeking Confide- 
rations for Loſſes. 2. It ſome that can graze upon a bare Common, have 
a little Fleſh, and ſome Wooll upon their Backs 3 others have waſted their 
Patrimonics, and real Eſtates. 3. It is their Wiſdom to (er the beſt Face 
on't, to ſhew they are not di in their Conditiong, that they may 
not appear to beg as they go along, to keep themſelves trom Contempe, 
and other prudential Conhderations. 4. 1 wiſh ſome had better Feet and 
Legs, than to be canied in Coaches; 1 am glad they can keep, hire, or 
borrow, whatever others are. F 

Others may*obje the Sufferings of the Royal Party, and many worthy 
Divines, into-whoſe places many of _ now EjeQcd violontly —_ 
. 2 Anſw, 


not diminiſh enlarging theſe 3 I am forry for 
both, for cither: But if 1 may uſe my Freedom, without offence toany, 
in this afiQting Point,l humbly offer : 1. It is probable,that many re + 
the now Eje&ted were not Men in thoſe evil Days, therefore not guilty. 
2. There was a Proviſion of a fifth part for the Wives of the Ejected then, 
there is none for theſe. 3. Who can anſwer for the Violences and Injuſtice 
of Actions in a Civil War ? Thoſe Sufferings were in a Time of general 
Calamity. but theſe were cze&ed, not only in a Time of Peace, but a 
Time of Joy to all the Land, and after an A of Oblivion, when all pre- 
tended to be reconciled, and to be made Friends, and to whoſe common 
rejoycing, theſe ſuffering Minifters had contributed their carneſt Prayers, 
and great Endeavours. Many Miniſters in the Church are poor, in poos 
Livings, in poor Curacies, yet arc preferred above or equal totheir Merits : 
many are poor through their Prodigality, and ſuperfluous Wigs and Habits. 
Many Men of worth are kept low, by reaſon of Pluralitics, and Engrof- 
(ers, that live at caſe, that had not a Heart to labour, nor give the La- 
bourers their Hire. Theſe are Grievances that call for Redrefs. 

It is objeed, That they ſuffer through their own Faults, they ſuffer for 
Diſobedicnce to a Law. 

Anſwer, 1 do carneſily interrogate, Can either thoſe that voted for that 
Bill,or they who uſed all Power and Art to procure thoſe Votes to pals it in- 
to an AR, ſay from their Conſciences, That it was Conſcience towards 
God that obliged them to it 3 that if they had not put into the old Confor- 
mity, the new Additions, they had ſinned againſt Jeſus Chriſt, and theix 
Faithfulneſs to him? It they can, then I query, if that be not an crro- 
neous Conſcience? And then the Queſtion fo often thrown upon the 
Non-conformiftr, of the Obligation of an crring Conſcience, may be re- 
torted upon the Impoſers, by indifferent judicious Men. If they cannot 
fay ſo,then they might put the Queſtion to their own Souls, Whether they 
have not ſinned in impoſing, or procuring ſuch things to be impoſed, as 
tend to the temporal Hurt and Ruine of many Families, and the great 
Detriment to the Church of Chriſt, if not by the Loſs the 
publick and profitable Labours of many able Miniſters, yet by the Di- 
viſions that have broken in upon us by theſe Impoſitions, and their deny- 
ing ſubmiſſion to them ? Ir nearly concerns Governors of the Church, to 
weigh the Neceſſity of their Impofitions, as it doth others to weigh, whe- 
ther they may a, or refuſe to at accerding to them ; Forit they rigo- 
zouſly extend their Power beyond the Lines, to the hinderance of the 
Goſpel, they ſin againſt Chriſt. Caution and Tenderneſs muſt therefore 
be uſed, It all theſe things, and every onc of them, be neceſſary to be 
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enjoined and practiſed, FW. 4 ER and Edification of the 
Church of God, then they condemn their Predecefiors of Omilſion of 
what was neceſlary, and contradict what they declare concerning ſome 
of theſe things, that they are alterable, and indifferent in themſelves, and 
may be altered. And if ever any Time fince their Impotition might re- 
guire the Change of th:m, or laying the Ceremonies aſide, that Time 
when they were anew enjoined, and now when they are required, might 
excuſ: it, for many Reaſons that are ready at hand. 

Again, ſome fay, It is their Fault that they ſuffer. But who muſt be 
Judges of that ? Their own Confcicnces, or they who 
cenſure thern ? They are as conhdent it was not their OF this ofter- 
Fault, but their Duty, and roundly write, cither they mward:. 
that impoſe, or they that refuſe, tin gri-vouſlyz and plead 
their Forbearance as no Sim, but a Duty. O moſt —_ Conteſt and 
Strait! when cither Party mult grievouſly fin againſt God. Certaioly our 
bleſſed Law-giver Chriti cever made ſuch a Law, as tends in the execution 
of it, to the Hurt of any of his SubjeQs and Miniſters, or to ſtop the 
Encreaſe and Progreſs of the Goſpel: And who can juſtity any particular 
Law, or Condition of Communion, that is but a Stumbling-block in the 
way . ny that arc paſt being Babes, and otherwiſe inliructed to his: 

i » 


I conclude with this Obſervation, That the general Rules of Chriſt and 
his Apoliles, were given to accommodate the Differences between Jews 
and Gentiles, to end the Strife, to give caſe to the Conſcience, filence 
their uncharitable Cenſures,and heal Seto rnachrcdant things indifferent 
and not to determine for one againſt another, with. Penalties. St. Auftin 
was grieved to fee the Tranſgreflion of a Ceremony to be more ſeverely 

&d, than the Tran of God's Law, &c. faith Reverend 
r. Joba Lloyd, in his Treatiſe of Epiſcopacy, $3- But this is not a 
lace todiſpute. Can any of the Impoſers take the Comfort of their own 
ingoteions and ſay, they have Peace and Comfort ia the things for 
which learned and holy Men do ſuffer > Or if it were todo again, I 
would do no leſs * Then all Vie fay more is this, Then bleſſed Ah of 
Uniformity ! which brings Comfort tothem that made or procured it, and 
to them that ſuffer by it alſo ! Comfort from the Cauſe of other Mens great 
Sufferings, and the great Loſs to Souls, muſt be rare indeed. 
theſe Sufferings of the Ejeted.. They ſuffer really in their 
outward Eſtates, in their Fzeedoms, in their Dangers, (being obnoxious to 
the Canons, as far as to Excommunication, tothe Temporal Laws,) in 
their Names and Honours, as counted diſobedicnt, factious, fanatical, are 
the Objes of Virulence. and Dirt, and. are repreſented as intolerable 
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Theſe are great Suffcrings, and a ſafe way to be redreſſed, is worthy the 
Wiſdom and Tenderneſs of Authority. . © I am fure, faith the Learned 
<* Dr. Stilling fleet, it is contrary to the Primitive Practice, and the Mode- 
* ration then uſed, to ſuſpend or deprive Men of their Miniſterial FunQi- 
< ons, for not conſenting to Habits, Geſtures, and the like. Iren. p. 64. 
Rale 4. 

Then next let me conſider what the Caſe is3 and if it will appear to be 
a hard Caſc, it calls for the more ſpeedy and cffcual Relicf: And 
this is the next thing I humbly offer to prove. 


I. The Caſc of the ejected Minilters is rcally a hard Caſe. 
And I will endeavour the Proof of it in two things. 


1. Shewing what is required of them. 
2, The Penaltics for not doing what is required. 


x. The things required of them are cither, 


1. Fccleſnaſtical, 
2, Political, and mixcd with a Caſe of Conſcience, in the two 
Declarations they arc bound by Law to make» 


Firſt; The Eccleſraftical Part of their Subſcriptions and Declarations 3 
( For brevity ſake 1 will paſs the old Conformity.) They are bound to declare 
their nnfeigned Aſſent and Conſent, &c. 

That this is a heavy Injundion in it (elf, tho abundance of us have 
made little of it 3 tor forme good Teeth can cat the hardeſt Cruſt, bur 
it is Cruſt for all that. Ir is hard for any Man, 

1. To aſſent and conſent to any thing of another Man's Opinion and 
Judgment, except hr{t he that gives the Aﬀent have as throughly ſtudied, 
and doth as clearly perceive the things, as he doth that requires the Aﬀent. 
To aſſent to ſome things will not pals in this caſc, it mult be all and every 
thing. What Parliament-Man will affent to any Bill, except he hrlt be 
fatishcd in the reaſon of it? &c. 

Or, 2. Except he that requires the Aſſent and Conſent, have a degree 
of Infallibilicy, or be endowed with an abſolute uncontroulable Power, 
againſt whom no Scruple, no Obyection, or Debate, can or ought to be 


TC. ; 
ww Would not every Practitioner in Phyſick think it hard, that he mu 
ſubſcribe Aﬀent and Conlicat to all and cvery thing TED gud 
preſeri- 
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bed by the London Dif) Wh... Would not the Judges 
in the Courts at Weftminfter, think it hard to declare their Aſcent and 
Conſent to all and cvery _—_ in the Statutes and Laws of England, and 
not endeavour any Alteration * And why is it not hard for us, to ſubſcribe 
toall and every thing contained in a Book of Divine Worſhip, not com* 
poſcd by a Divine infallible Spirit? Can more be rcquizcd to the Scrip» 
tures, or clcareft Point of Dodtrine or Faith ? 

4. It is hard, as appears by the Qualifications and Mitigations of the 
Sence of the Declaration. It the Words were clear, and cafly for the Un- 
derſtandingand Will to digeſt, there needed no fott Conttructions to help 
them down- It colt all, that arc carctul what paſs their hands, ſome 
thoughts to make them caſy. And had it not been for that one word, 
Uſe, and the hcelpof that, it would have ſtuck with many, that are as great 
Pillars of the Church as any in it, in their fiations and degrees. That 
which is caſy and plain, will cakly paſs with an ordinary 
Underſtanding. The various Contiruftions of the Forms Nonconformiſts 
are impartially given by the Reverend Mr. Baxter. 1 (hall Pleas for Peace, 
not run out to defend cither the rigorous or milder p. 158, &c. 
Conſtructions, but ſhew that the Caſe of Diſſenters is 
hard, and indeed of all Conformiſis, that muſt take the Words without 
Salvo's, or elſe muſt fall under the Cenfure of Hypocriſy, and doi 
more Hurt by conforming, than if they had not contormed. It is har 
to lay the Streſs of many Parts of a Declaration, as fully and diſtinctly 
expreſs'd, as the Wit of ſevere Men could word them, upon one general 
word, Uſe, It is a hard Confiruction of affirmative Propoſitions, or 
Parts of a politive Declaration, to be explained in a privative or negative 
Sence 3 yet ſo we hind them ſmoothed, and rolled up in Liquoriſh, that 
they may paſs the narroweſt Throats. 1 ſhall take the Pains to tranſcribe 
two Confirucions, of two excellent Men, which may be taken next toa 
publick Sence and Conſtruction, eſpecially the one of therm, who was the 
moſt learned and rarely tempered, Biſhop Reynolds, in his Sermon of Mode- 
ration before the Houſe of Peers, Novemb. 7. 1666. a Day of Solemn Hu- 
miliation for the Peltilence, pag. 24. * And trulyit is an Honour which 
© Learned Men owe to one another, to allow Liberty of Diſſent in Matters 
© of meer Opinion, ſalv4 compage Fidei, ſalvo vinculs Charitatis, ſalvi Pace 
© Feclefie, ( tor theſe three, Faith, Love,and Peace, are ill to be preſerved 3) 
© ſo it is a Charity which good Men owe to one another upon the Game 
© Salvo's, to bear with the Infirmitics of each other, not to judg, or de- 
* (piſe, or (ct at naught our Brethrenz as wicleſs and inconfiderable Perſons ; 
* But whom God is pleaſed to receive into his Favour, not to caſt them out 
* of ours. This Latitude, and Modcration of Judgment, fome learged 

Men 
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* Men have taken the freedom to extend, even to the ht whoop 
* by Law required. The learned Author of the Book called, As Anſwer to 
* Charity maintained , and the late learned Primate of Armagh, Arch-Biſhop 
* Bramball ; (and quotes their Words in the Margent, which are theſe) For 
* the Church of England, I am perſmaded, that the conftant Doftrine of it is ſo 
* pure and Orthodox, that whoſoever believer it, and lives according to it, wn- 
* doubtedly ſhall be Javed ; and that there is no Error in it, which may neceſſi- 
© rate or warrant any Man to diſturb the Peace, or renounce the Communion, 
* This in minc Opinion is all intended by Subſcription. — The Words of 
©the Ar.h-Biſhop are theſe 3 IWe do not ſuffer any Man to rej? the Thirty 
© Nine Articles of the Church of England at bis Pleaſure, yet neither do we 
© look, pon them as Eſſentials of ſaving Faith, or Legatier of Chrift and bis 
TY le; but in a mean, as pious Opinions, fitted for the Preſervation of 

* Unity : Neither do we believe any Man to believe them, but only not to contrg- 
* dill them. 

This Sermon bcing printed upon requeſt of the Lords, I thought this 
moderate Expoſition of SubſcriptiSn, ( as it was aimed at by that rare 
Preacher, 1 bclicve ) might pals tor approved by the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and be next to a legal authentick Sence of all things required 
by Law : For if Subſcription of Articles be in ſo laxea Sence, much more 
to ſome of the other things. Eut Mr. Baxter, who hath as good reaſon 
to know as any one Man, hath daſhed this Conceit 3 for he writes, that 
when the Lords would have put in this Proviſo, To the Uſe of the Book, 
the Houſe of Commons retuſed it, and the Lords acquicſced in their Rea- 
ſons given in at a Conference about it, Ubi ſupra, p. 160. 

The other Expolitor of our Declaration, which I ſhall produce, is the 
Reverend Dr. StiVin; fleer, Dean ot St. Paul's, who ſhines as a Star in our 
Firmament, and in regard of his own great Reaſon, and Acquaintance 
with other great Mens thoughts, may dire the Courſe of "HuQuaring 
Coaſters, that look for a fate Landing-! lace, and ſure footing, before they 

proceed in the Service ot the Church. In his late contro- 

Miſchief of vented S.1mon, among other ſharp Refletions upon his 

Separation, Friend, Mr. Baxter, hc hath theſe words, peg. 49. It is @ 

hb. rd Caſe with a Church, when Men ſhall ſet their Wits to 

ftrzin every thing to t've wort Sence, to firetch Laws beyond the Intention and 

Defen of them, to g uther togetver all the doubtful and obſcure Paſſages in Ca- 

s, Tranſlitio s &c. And will not diſtiagnuiſh brtwixt the ion 

of the Vie, aid of the Choice of things z for upon ſuch Terms as theſe Men 

think 10 juſtify the preſent Diviſions, I much queſtion, whether if they 4 
in ſuch 4 manner. thry can bold Communion with any Church in the C 

World. Sotuiic. From which Words make bold to inter, (and if 1 


(17, 1 
um too bold, 1 ap rc wk i pad.) r. It ſtems to me-that 
mits the ſence of the Aſſent and Conſent to 
tention of the Law, which is to the uſe of the Book, and all 
2. That a Man may »ffent and conſent to the wſe of thoſe t 
_— rh morn not argary be phe ron om . 
a Blot calt by his Elegant Pen, at leaſt upon the t con 
ed in, and preicribed ke Book, as things not to be gr ny 1b 
be uſed by confiraint. 4. An Impeachment againſt the Contrivers and 
ExaGters of Conformity, for requiring Aﬀent and Conſent to all and 
thing (not making a difference) contained in, &e. which fuch Excellenc 
Men as the Dean is would not uſe, if left to his choice, nor any other wiſe 
man chooſe 3 ard fo their meaning comes to this : 1 will ule this Book, 
(and all things to be uſed in it) fuch as they are, inſtead of better 3 and 
tho not declaring our Aﬀent, is puniſhable with Deprivation, or Non- Ad- 
mittance into the Publick Miniltry of the Church, and the loſs of a Man's 
Livelihood, and Temporal Rewards of the Miniſtry. 5. If our Gover- 
nours ſhall from their great Wiſdom and Compaſlion to a moſt divided 
Church, alter the terms of Communion and Conformity, and unlace the 
Garment which is made too ſtrait for the Body, which faints, being 
ftraitly laced : then no Man muſt be offended with the Reverend Dean, or 
any other that conformed in this large ſence, it rhey diſuſe the things now 
in uſe, and fall in with ſuch things as may like them as well or better. 
6. 1 infer, and retort (which is to my purpoſ*) that it is a hard Caſe with 
a Church, when Men ſhall firain their Wirs to frame Declarations, under 
ſuch ſevere penalties, to paſſages that are doubtful and obſcure, and capable 
of an ill (ence, that we muſt rurn to Kalendars to find out Leſſons in the 
A that have Canonical Leſſons cenow, to uſe other Tranſlations 
than the laſt and beſt, &c. But Mr. Baxter doth inſtance in other things, 
as well as Kalendars and Tranſlations, and holds occafional Communion 
with the Church as it is, and would much rather, it thoſe paſſages, (which 
the learned Dean calls donbrful and obſcure) were not impoſed, and is Ca- 
tholick enough to hold Communion with any Chrittian Church, that bath 
not corrupted the Eſſentials of Chriſtian Worſhip. ORE we 
The ſecond Declaration and Subſcription contains Matter Policical and 
mixed, which is, Not to take up Army, &c. a thing calily conſented to, 
I do confe(s that there have been fair Explications and Limitations pub- 
lithed to make- this gain Aſſent : but yet it is hard, unleſs all men could 
attain tothe ſame fence, and thoſe Ex are not known to abugy 
dance that ſubſcribe and declare, and fo promiſe arid ſwear in the dark 
I am confident mitiy never read "the Covenant that regotince it, and 
renounce they know-not what'3- and may cake their Informarſons from 


Pulpit 


impoſed, troc 
[But the Time ofibe Expinticn of this 


nounce it our ſclyes, but to declare that no Man clſe is 
I judg of another Man's Obligation in his Place and Calling 
I declare that there lies no Obligation upon an 
more than upop my ſelf, yet it is Yur my Opinion : It 
ged, but my Opinion doth not abſolve or releaſe him that thinks himſelf 
obliged, and all this while I do really renounce but for my fſclf. And ic is 
for any Man to determine a Cale of Conſcience, whole Caſe he doth, 

it may be, not well underſtand, and may fail in the ating of it. 

But I muſt nor deſcend into Particulars, neither do I determine againſt 
theſe thingy. alto they do nv efae it Com any Principle of Diflopale 
theſe thi ( althot not it an iple of Di k 
es end ler Gre ls endentedte Contladanand : 
That which all the Art, and Wit, and Intereſt of forme Men 
Place and Power in the Houſe of Lords, could not make to paſs, but was 
oppoſed with that Clearneſs, and Cogency of Reaſon and Reſolution, as 
if they were ſaving a Nation, by zcfilting the Teſt, which could not 
into a Bill; muſt needs be hard to be upon Miniſters. And it is 
not improbable, but that noble Oppoſition gave the eſt Repulle to a 
dangerous 
Pretence to 
joint tion of forne Popilh Lords againſt the Teſt, doth not at all 
abate the Strength of this Reaſon 3 for having a cruel Deſign, de- 
ſirutive of this Frame, could not chuſe but oppole a Teſt, which was pre» 
tended to preferve it unalterably as it is, both in xeſpeR of the Perſons that 

in the Throne, Church and State, and in its preſent Conftitution, 
whereas many things have been carried on, as tho to prevent the co+ 
ming of ſuch a Year as that unhappy Forty one yet really there have been 
mans MRS, 40 bing 2s. ance oe otigaticn which Sms 
t upon us in the Year Forty 3 I mean caters Oath, leavin 
muy. pane bo and under a colour to preſerve us from a Long Pare 
kament of the Complexion of Forty one, Pzoteltation, and Covenant, and 
War, gaye Uambrage tq a fearful Plor, to bring us under a Papal Slavery 
iotoduced by bloody Maſſacres. And who talk d more of Forty one, than 
ſage that axe of late difcovared to. be Traitors, and having ns 


- 


Sons of cif Church, TIL IIS. who had almoft 


(as rg. nt reno eperes : kindoe@s and che 
Noble Lords De etaratduibed Grnfibenncd the encrea- 
ſing Perils ) inumortal thanks for their feaſonable Activity to the 
firong and ancient Government. But, to conclude this It is riot 
kind, to fay no worſe, OC or elſe they 
cannot enter into the Minifiry, either to be to ſhady 
Scate-Afﬀeirs, (for which many have been extreamly blatned) or elſe to be 
led as Fools, into they know not what. And they that have given this 
———_C—— lietle cauſe to take it well 5 as if the 
ſtanding Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy were not tye ſufficient ro 

us honeſt, bat diſhonour us hay + of Diſtoyalty and T L 
Obſerve the method of began with us, as Guides of 
GeFeagle cad nenhe cated dee tions, and from thence 
to impoſe it upon the Parliament it felt; to if they had ſubmitced, 
we fr whe mould have followed, We might have fin 


Throats, having firſt tied our Hands, Thus F have jeſticr Meſfage about 

ſhewed what is required from them. The ſecond Tangir. 

Particular follows. | 
II. Confider the Penalties to be inflited upon ſuch as will not con- 


n 
-*- They who wete mp Grn Ga ai 


they had baptized, and eſpouſed roChrifi, had labour ed; 
and their remove was to the ſhaking 93a Nook and'to rhe great 
harm of the Chureh. elle SS three ways. Firſt; it was 


as bad to many, as the fo Nats enakly Oh (1 wack 
> Pardon forthe Compartin, heres noe ans han = 1 
to make many fhagger, wnd call in all 

delivered to them, fince that theit Preachers are unfit to be con- 
tinuet in Truft' with Souls! and tended to breed: Athtiſw, and tia- 


D 2 GB oft mvy 


ceſſary to many people, (who thought no Worlhip Divine withoye the 

Common-Praycr, (as 1 my (clt have known) nox 

See alſo Mr. Blake, Co- any Child rightly baptized without the Croſs ) 

venant ſealed. p. 308, yet by this Act of Uniformity they mult declare 

Aſcent and Conſent to all and every thing,to Croſ 

as well fo re. to Ceremony as well as Subltance. And how caſic 
ul 


was it for people and weak, to ſay, See what theſe Men can do — 
Yea, in caſe that io any aſter-time, wiſe and moderate Governours ſhould 
ſce a neceſſity of making Alterations : Then again, teaching Scorners to 
ſay, Yea, ſce what theſe Men can do — to the great diſhonour of Reli. 
gion, and diſgrace of the beli of Miniſters. And one would think that be- 
caule the Courts continue to ſwear Churchwardens to preſent, they had 
Spics cnow our Nonconformiſts, and Puniſhments ſmart enough, they 
might wk cs torequire this Declaration 3 ag, jt they had thought us 
honeſt, our promiſe to conform had been ſufhcient, tho kept in the Regi- 
ſters, and made at our Inſtitutions. Yet through this Diſhonour we attain 
our Honaur. They are debarred fromall exerciſc of their Miniſterial Abj- 
litics, their Wives and Children turned out of doors; and when they had 
made a fad and chargeable Remove of late, muſt remove again upon the 
Five-mile At. And theſe Penaltics were next to Death, and I conceive 
proved the Death of many. I remember the Renowned Biſhop Merton 
wrote theſe words to the Nonconformiſts, and delired them earnelily to con« 
fider the Cenſure of the Apolile's Wo being fo dreadful: * I ought not to 
« eficem any thing a juſt Cauſe, why Iſhould wiltully incur the Cenſure of 

© Silencing my {clt from Preaching, tor which 1 ought 
The General Defence © not as willingly to adventure my Life. . The Noa- 
of the three Ceremo- © conformiſts have (uffered what is next to Death, and 
nies, Part 1.p.163, © too many have ſuffered even unto/Death, in Priſons, - 

* where {cveral caught their Death, and others dicd : 
« (it is a dreadful ory) -of whom ſhall their Deaths be required ? And it 
is cakic to retcyt thoſe words of the Reverend Biſbop, © Impoſers ſhould 
© rot eſteem any thing a juſt Caule of ing any under the cenſures of 


« Silencing Bt hom preaching which they may not adven- 
© ture to take away theu Lives. ns It 


to'd they have no cauſe to 
merciful, and not v6 

for the —_—— all have not been fo merciful as 
the King hath been, or many 3 but their Mercy hath 
not been kindly taken by many, who have more tender bowels than 
any Man that wears a Sword. Toconclude 3 A reaſonable 

may judge that Law not fit to remain in force, that is not fit to be pur in 
execution. That Law cannot be good, that is not fit to be toad, 
without more real hurt than good. And if the wiſe and merciful God hath 
by many remarkable Providences put a flop to their execution, it is time 
for Men to annul the Law. ; 

2. The Penalty is hard upon them that make their offers to be admitted 
into the Churches Service, or that would come in bur for theſe InjunQions. 
It is but a narrow paſſage that is made for them that enter in : yer what 
ſhall they do wh6 have ſpent all they have in a Preparatory Education ? In 
they muſt, tho but to a Curacy, ( which is not cafic to be had.) It is grie- 
vous to think with what Implicit Faith they do what is to be done 4, yer 
muſt Aſſent to wore than ever many have ſtudied, | rather following Exam- 
ple than Reaſon ] or elſe there is nothing for them to do. Others that 
are enclin'd to Learning, and to ſerve in the Goſpel, are deterred upon ma- 
ny accounts, and have great prejudices againit Conformity, becauſe of the 
great reverence they have to Nonconformiſts > are under a great 
temptation to perpetuate a Nonconformity : is more ſutable to their 
inclinations, as being a ſtate of freedom to their from 
Bonds and Obligations, tho an Eſtate attended with bazard to their 
dies and Eſtates And all young Students are under this necefbeey, cither 
they muſt ſubſcribe hand-over-head, br elſe they muſt fpend their time in 
theſe endleſs Controverſies of the Church, and be engaged in the dolefull 
and fearfull Wars of the Church, on one fide or other. 

3- The third Conſideration that $ for our Non-conforming Brethren, 
is taken from the Reaſonablenefs of their Demands. 1 diſtinguiſh theſe 
Demands, into thoſe Propoſals made by the Commithoners in the Savoy, 
Anno 1662, with that Modeſly, Gravity, Humility and Reaſon, 
the Biſhops and other Commiſhoners as Superiours. 2. Into thoſe 
have been repeated by particular Perſons, and may be ſeen in the Wrk- 
tings of Laborious and Catholick Mr. Baxter, Mr. Jobn Corbet, and Dr. 0- 
wen in his learned and moderate Fook of Church- Love, and Unity. 
go ouly generally compare what they humbly defixcd, with what was 


1. In 


Breviat of bis in his Houſe, the Deanery of Weftminiter) upon which 
Life. p. 24 Arch-Biſhop Lawd hath this Note : © Upon the whole 

© matter, 1 believe this Commitree will prove the Natio- 
© nal Synod of Englazd, to the great diſhonour of the Church : and what 
<« elſe may follow upon it God knows. 

Theſe Divines were no leſs Men, than the moſt Venerzbl- Arch- Biſhop 
Uſper, Biſhop (Williams ) of Lincoln, Dr. Prideance ( aticr Biſhop of Worce- 
fer) Dr. Brownrig (after Biſhop of Fx«ter) Dr. Ward (Protefſor of Divinity 

dee, and Arch-Deacon of Taanton) Dr. Featly, Dr. Hacket, of late 
Biſhop of and Litchfield. All theſe ſubſcribed a Paper called, The 
ings, Oc. touching Innovations in Dettrine and Diſcipline of the Church 
> together with Conſiderations upon the Common-Prayer Book, Out 
of which I draw a Parallel, with the Propoſals of the Divines appoi 
10 treat by his Majeſty's Commitſhon, with the Archbiſhop and Bi and 
other Divines of the Church of England, at the Savoy. |{ See Account of the 
Procecdings, printed Lond. 1661. ] 


The Dinuiner 1s meet in the 
Dean's e, 1641, 
Conſiderations on the Common- 


"> utes [hs Buaiieg 428) 
Pſalms, Sentences of Scripture,con- 


curring in divers places in Hymns, 

the Epiftles and Goftels, ſhould not 

be ſet out in the New Tranſlation ? *P- 5. 
4. Whether Leſſons of Canonical defired that 


ſhould not be put in the | thing may be read in the Church for 


Scripture 
Kalcadar inſtead of the ? |} Leſſons but the 
—_— | the Old and New Tons F 


Excep- 


$. That | 


PS. ln the IO 
per to c 
rf graders great marvels,] | 


7. Whether Gloris Patri ſhould be 
repeated at the end of every Pſalm 7 


11. In the Rabrick for the Admi- 
niftration of the Lord's Supper. Whe- 
ther this Alteration to be made,thar 
ſuch as intend ro Communicate, 
(hall ſignify their Names to the Cu- 
rat over Night, or in the Morning 


before Prayers. 


12. The next Rabrick to be clea» 
xd, How far a Miniſter may repalſc 
a ſcandalous and notorious Sinner 


from the Communion, 


ye When | 


| to the Miailter, is not ſufficient. 


both to admit and 


= ply the Miniſters 
the Lord's Table, may be, ac- 


wardens arc ftraitly appointed 


to 
ther the Alms for the before 
the Communion ' 


perience ro 
ter when the py 

14. Whether the Katbrich is not 
to be mendcd, concerning the 
that is to make his general C 
fion upon his Knees, before the 
Communion, that it ſhould be aid 
only by the Miniſter, and then at 


every clauſe repeated to the people, 


16, Whether it be not fit to in- 
ſert a Rabrick touching kneeling at 
the Communion 3 that is, to com- 
ply in all humility with the Prayer 
which the Miniſicr makes when he 
delivers the Elements. 

19, Whether in the firſt Prayer 
at the Baptiſm, theſe words, Did{t 
Jandify the Flood Jordan, and all other 
Waters, ſhould not be thus changed, 


Did{ ſanttify the Element of Water 


20, Whether it be not fit to 
have ſome diſcreet Rabrick wade 
to take away all Scandal from fig- 
nifying the Sign of the Croſs up- 
on the Infants after Baptiſm, or if 
it ſhall ſeem more expedient, ro be 

ite diſuſed 3 whether this Reaſon 

Id be publiſhed, that in Anci- 
ent Liturgics, No Croff was confign- 
&d upon the Party, but where Oil 
alſo was uſcd 3' and therefore Oil 
being now omitted;fo may aHo ther 
hich was concomitant with it,the 

ign of the Creſ7. 


Poor, 


21. In 


Except. Colleions for the Poor 
be better made at, or a little 
e the departure of the Com 


municants. 


| 


We deſire it may be made by the 
Minilter only. 


We deſire that the fullowing 

> in the Common- Prayer Book, 

of 5. of Edw.6. may be rettored, for 

the Vindication of the Church, in 

the matcer of kneeling at the Sacra» 
ment, Ee, 

Ie being doubtful whether eirher 
the Flood Fordan, or any other Wa- 
ters, were {anCtihed to a Sacramen- 
tal uſe by our Saviour's being bapti- 
zed:;— We defire this may be es 
wiſc expicſicd. 

18, General Propoſal. After firong 
arguing, they conclute, We there- 
fore mo't earneſily entreat the right 
reverend Fathers and Brethren, to 
whom theſc Papers arc delivercd, as 
they render the Glory of God, the 
Honour ct Religion, the Peace of 
the Charch, the Service of his Ma- 
jeſty, in the accompliſhment of thar 
happy Union, which his Majetty 


hath fo abundantly teſtified his De-< 
liresof, to join % ith us in impor- 
tuning his moſi Excellent Majeſty, 
thir his hoſt gracious as 


to 


— 


| 


23. Whether the Catechiſm may 
not receive a little more enlarge» 
ment, 


to the fourth Commandment, that thoſe 
Baptiſm, and the Lord's $ 


plication of the Creed, Lords Rome Ten Ci 


given, Two only, 


Cas) 


to theſs Carementies. grented 


oye] Decdarccien,may be 
ow pon nes pe and our Poſtc> 
Rs SOOEHIRIS to {uch aedo 
Bot yet evioy 
pow Prove Boajuifens: \! 1! 
We thac Baptiſm may not 
be in «4 private place ot any 
_ by a — Manitier, 
preſence a competent hum- 
bers and where it is evident that 
any Child hath becn'ſo baptiſed, no 
part of the Adminiſtration may be 
reiterated in publick under any li- 
mitations, and therefore we do not 
- omar. Liturgy in that 


Exception of Confirmative. 
Alcho we charitably ſuppoſe the 
meaning of theſe words was only to 
exclude the neceffity of any other 
Sacraments to Infants 3 
——CC 
miſleading of the Vulgar,and there- 
_—_— delire they may be expun- 
B 


ſecond Anfw. 

Wherein I was viſibly admitted into 

__— of the Members of 
iſt. 


clauſe may be infert 
words be omitted. Anſwer,thus 
, &c. A more full Ex- 


nents, Kc. 
24. Whether 


(2 
> Times prohi- 
_ gy quite to be 
__ 
. - 25.: Whether none hereafter ſhall 
tave-Licenſes to Marry,nor be asked 
their Bawes of Marrimony, that ſhall 
not bring wich them a Certificate | 
from their Minifters, that they are 
inſtructed in their Catechiſm. 

126, Whether theſe words in Ma- 
triiw-=y/ # with my I ' thee moore 
ſhip) thall not be thus altered, I give | 
the power over my Body / 


274. Whether the laſt Rabrick of 
Marriage ſhould not be mended, that 
the new\married Perſons ſhould rc- 
ctive the, Communion the ſame day 
of the Marriage, may it not well be; 
or upon the next Sunday following, 
—_ the Communion is celebra- 
e 


28. la the Abſolution of the Sick, 


were it not to (ay, 1 pronownee 
1bee 


29.. The Pſalm of Thank(giving | 
of Women after Child-birth, Were 
it. not | fit to be compoſed out, of 


— > 


) 


. of the Form of 
The word Worſhip, being al 
tered in the uſe of it, fince this Form 
was drawn up,we deſire fome word 
may be uſed inltcad of it. 


This Rabrick doth cither enforce 
- a he ns e as are unfit 

the Sacrament,or £ 
to come to the — 
therefore we defire it may be omit- 
ted, the rather —_ Marri- 

Feſtivals are too accompa- 
aled with ſuch divertiſements, as 
are unſuitable to thoſe Chriſtian Du- 
tics which ought to be and 
follow after the receiving of that 
Holy Sacrament. . 


« Viſuation of the Sick, 
That of Abſolution be de- 
clrative and conditional, as [ I 
thee Abſolved ] inſtead of 
[| T abſolve thee ] if thou doſt waly 
repent and believe. 


This Pſalm (122) ſeems not to 
be {o pertinent as ſore other, vis. 


py Verlicles taken- from divers | Pſal.1 13. & Pſal-128.— 


32. In: 


Except, 


Would af of thus, From 
——n—_— 


ade . It 
Pſalms ſhould be mended 3 and 
a ookal Authority added unto 
them, to have them publickly ſung 
before and after Sermons, and forne- 
times inſtead of the Hymns of Morn- 
ing and Evening Prayer. 


Sag nba et 


KG Left Fes, but infer theſe ollowing Ob- 


ſcrvations. 


I. That thoſe great and famous Men did ſee ſome necelfity or reaſon for 
altering of many things in- the Lit 
Divines, (moſt of whom were and are 


ther captious and quarrelſom, they maintain'd a 
On the other fide, there were learned Men who maintained theze was 


| 


of the Meeter, in the Sing- , _ 


lip. We deter ie vern Gn 
ra roar allowed to be 


hs He 
ve any ure ve 'to make ule of 


; hea nmr eyeing 
not altoge- 
wir pine” Ape rice 


no neceſſity of Reformatiory Tut you Tn, agate? ci Gai et ad. 20: 
mirable Divines that met in the Dean's Houſe, 164r. 


2, I obſerve, That the Propoſals and Exceptions of the Commilſhoner; 
| were not without great Preſidents and infifted 
h the moſt eminent Fathers of the Church of 
heve yielded to them, and doubtleſs much more, if not alll, / 


reproached Brethren of che ks 
ed t6 have all the Al Hnmours of fattions- Perſons, and 
that know nor what toa5kjtor Whit they would have ) if bet 
ny Tolies and Chtillian Charity, Men think'nothing but Presby- 
tery, and Covenants, and Dircory, __ pleaſe them 3 which is not juſt 


in the $# 
things, w 


Union. 
. To ſpeaks word forthe 


ers arer 


don wow 


Fen SC tl Et? 
refine the Liturgy, that no ſober Man might make E ue Conplies. 
withed to forbear, for what — = Bay naghn be on or refvived, 


They 4 obſery t be ori ,: The 
Wn: the, Hoo yr = F 


deſired that thire might Hoes no ſuch laweſ- 
Jon of Gael eines, ro Exerciſc of the Gift of Prayer be hens 


in any Bat ot Rk vans Worſhip. —_ moſt exccllent 

Ur, «2-16 reſt, reclop, it the Innovations 
C4162 TAE Erbon, ood bidling of ae 
eaLie: mode all over the Biſhopnick of Derem, 2s Coane that 


falſe A 

2,  cmmante Sita ( removing all Innovations and A- 
* buſes in the execution thereof ) is agiecable ig God's Ward, and 2 Uuly An- 
* cient, and tolical Latiztution. 

J« © Thar Book of Common Prayer (N. B.che Kalender beivg, refor- 
© med,in point of Apecrypbel Saints and © haptars 4 forme Kubicks explain» 
© 2d, and ſome Exprethbons reviſed, and the whole gorrely printed, with 
© all the Plalms, pters, and Atlepations out of the Old apd New Te- 

* pend,; according, to the kali Trap flation 1 #he malt gomplear, , gerfe, 
© andcxatt Litargy the Chrndan World.  - Degpers Dope, (ng 
Geaule Laſwy, 1844- 

And this isthe «vw in effſe& wich what the Divines at t 
bly propoſed 3 and without all theſe Exceptions, that Champi buſes ham 
ly, would not undertakehis Vindication of them : by w > 
flk ofthe Chuch-Gonkitutigg and Dilcipling was nat enable as ood 
6s/that time 3. + great Ghurch-aen were. sc(olved, that the,, World 
ſhould know their Strength, as well as Reaſon, tg regain with advantage 
in 1661, what they lolt ia 1641, 


The 


cars, | 
ſingular 3 for other Men, when di 
have faid as moch, or th rake off the 
thetn, or of wiſe Men to them. © 1 fall 
of fone lexrned and judicious Divines, 
nies. The firft (hall be the moſt eminent Dr. Sriflingfieed, 
Irenican, the firlt born of his moſt learned Youth, and mature Reefon and 
t3 and had it been the Work of his Age, it had been a Birth at 
1 growth, in reſpeX of Piety, Gravicy, fweetnels of Temper, beauty 
of Complexion, wiſe Obſervations and Experience, that, and Author 


\\ fore. pag. 65. We < the Primitive Church did not fo much of any 


Nee Lwtulncs may with berter grounds be ferupled, pog. 659. And be- 
e 
niformity in Rites and Ceremonies,— TI ſhall quote roo much, if I give 


© hereof, 1 think they are berrer ſpared and omitted, than uſed and obſer- 
ved. For tho conſidered, in themſelves, withour reference to God's 
* Worſhip, they be indifferent, and fo in general lewfal; yet if we 
© examine their Original, the firſt occafion of their fnſtiration 4 rhe Per- 
© ſons who or rather abuſe them, and underftand withal how needleſs 
* and unprofitable they be, and how offenſive to fome weak Brethren 3 20d 
C 1G belies theſe may be inſticuted more of that kind,” an# may be 

vpon the ſame ground 'and that in the Church of Rome they 


2 an o6cafion of SuperMicion': it mult needs be jndduded, by im- 
pet ad ha jous Men, that they are not” expedient. © - To ſay, and 


"<publickly declare that they have no” fatRifying Power, that they are 
ey chey! 


. long 
4p oben ohn B. D. now of Nonb Tidwerth in Wiles, 
Treat. of Epiſc. Litnrg. Kites, &c. Lond. 1660, * Many have entertained a 
© orcat fear, which hath alicnated their Minds from all Epi + name 
*|y, that innumerable company of unneceſſary and b Ceremo- 
© nies be Concomitants of Epiſcopal Government, 
© the fear is not vain, and without grounds, it we reſpe& the 
© Epiſcopacy, as it is, if we regard the Primitive, which hath been, and 
© will be contented with a very few, it need be.— p.32. $.15- (the whole 
© Setion gives a ſhort and full account of Primitive Simplicity). One Rex- 
© fon why Ceremonies increaſed in the fourth Century, may be this, Be- 
* cauſe the Church more flouriſhed in proſperity than at any time before, 
*2nd t be thought convenient, that the External Glory of the Church, 
* ſhould to the Glory of the Empire. p. 38. We may err, 
*as in , © in exceſs of Ceremonies, or in the choice, or in ac- 


* Rite or Ceremony in any Church, with whoſe Edification and Peace it is 
© become inconſiſtent. There be but tew Ordinances meerly 
* which have-not in ſome Churches become noxious, or at leaſt uſeleſs. 
\* And there js a viciflicude of Profit or Detriment growing from them in 
© the ſame Churches, ariſing from notable changes in Perſors and Circurn- 
* ſtances. —— If it ſhould ſeem to the Church of Eagland to 
1x *© mend their Litzrgic, or a new one, (if need be) 
7. gots 66 the eſent Time, they ſhould do therein no mare 
* the molt Famous Cl haye dope before 3 and which can be na gitþy- 
. > : . . 4 **r5ptrin t 


I will content my ſelf with the Opinions of theſe three worthy Per- 
ſons, when diſengaged 3 and altho they conformed, they were and arc no 
doubs of the ſame mind, free in their minds, when obliged in their pra- 
ice to ſubmit. 

What more than what 1 have ſhewed, the Commiſſioners at the Sawy 
pleaded for, may be ſeen in the Account of their Proceedings : But what 
ot they by thoſe Debates beſides fatisfattion in their own Souls,that they 
cbated and petitioned for Peace? A very little indeed ! And what the 


Biſhops gave with the one hand, they 9X with the other. It was 
and hard that they could not prevail fo far as to get the Commandments 
the Church- Catechiſm & Communion-Service to be after the laſt and beſt 


for ſo they are taught, Wherefore be 
and our unwary People are taught 
bearts to kgep this Law, that Law 
Sabbath, which God bleſſed and : whereas the Law, Remember, 
the $8 abbath day, which extends to the Firft day, as well as the Seventh 
and makes the Firſt day moral, when appointed by the Lord of the 
bath, (But this DoQtrine was not conſonant tothe Opi- 

nions of Dr. Heylin, Mr. Thorndike, nor (which I won- Hiſt: of the Sab- 


Saviour's Preſcription, 
| in the 

delivered by two E 
we ſce the practice of the 
- omit the Dexologie and-Conclufion ? And why hall the Church © 
ly enjoin the exact uſe of all her Forms, and they who omit, (when their 
Conſcience ( as to ſome Prayers ) tells chem they Could 
ſomerimes concerning ſome Petitions and Perſons) arc liable to cenſure, 
CCC CC ey Os co ie 

omitted ? For ought I ſee, a liberty and variety of Prayers, firicly ke 
F- to divine matter, with abbreviations and enlargements, is as lawful as 
a flinted invariable Form of words, and is a matter of Chriſtian Liberty, 
' t© be uſed as (hall beſt ſerve to the edification of the Church of Chriſt : 
are as much from the ſame >pirit (provided always 
of the Holy Ghoſt) as diverſities of Gifts,and: 
of the Spirit. And they who plead for a ne- 
ceffity of Forms, muſt alſo yeeld to a variety upon the ſame ſubje&, which 
we for the King in the Service, and a few others. 

A Reformation was t t avſolutely neceſſary to Union. Hear what 
"Mr. Herbert Therndikg, one of the Commiſfioners for the Church in the $.s- 
vey, wrote 3 © But now that Unity is not to be had, 
Ml due way of com- *© without ſetling agreement in matters of Difference 3 
pofing Differences 3 * to propoſe what may ſeern beſt for the Community of 
oor bong * God's Church, in the Cure of our Breaches, is not to 

tights and Mea» * give offence, but to take it away, Nor do I know 
ſever. - 236, * any Man profciling the Reformation ſincerely, that 
Edit, 1662, © could not wiſh all his heart, that the whole Or- 

* der and Form to be fetled, with the Circumfiance of 

Sr wan» by the Primitive Simplicity, and naked 
eb Ls wider en Roge patrick A wor? cd 
w, may Amendment withour 

t either tothe Wiſdom of the Church that preſcribed ir, or 


that enacted it. 
litrle 3 others bepg'd more, & pleaded 
and 


4 - 
A 
- 


obtained not. Cogan this Ai che ces waiting 
ing a of matcrial things, fince could ob- 
cannot in conſcience ſubſcribe 


a oO. a & ws © i cm. 4 © td © aw A wo i us 
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44 (33 ) 
more, there had been more reaſon 2 the prejudice that is propagitted a- 

If it be objected, Why conld not they bave Conformed, as ſome of their 
Fi Low-C ommuſſioners did / 

I Anſwers 1. Some very worthy Perſons did Conform, Dr. Walls, 
Dr. Horton, Dr. Lightfoot 5 and after about ſeven Years btlence, to the 
great loſs of Exeter College, Oxford, and the Church of God, Dr. Conant 

and theſe were all. | 

2. The Reaſons why theſe did not, is, becauſe, as the fame Spectacles 
will not ſerve all Mens fight, fo becauſe they could not, as they oft decla- 
- -"——_ ſhaking off ſome, and the diſplcaluge of others within 


Pale. 

My laſt Obſervation ſhall be upon the Perſons that managed that De« 
bate. The Commiſſioners that pleaded for the Union as it was, without 
a Reformation, were the firongelt and iiffeſt of any in the Church of Exg- 

Men of. Learning, long experience in the Eccleftialtical Go» 
vernment, and that had ſuffered much, and were much exaſperated, as 
being ( ſeveral of them next the Bilbops ) moſt obnoxious to the Parlia» 
ment, as moſt guilty of Innovations in Dodtrine and Diſcipline, by the 


temper, DIA EENEIN to carry all their own way : and two 
things, as conducing to their deſigns, was ; 

1. To framea Convocation to their minds, and to that end, great care - 
and pains were uſed to keep out, and to get in,by very undue Proceedings. 
Proteſtations were cntred againit all Incumbents not ordained by Biſhops, 
t 1 it was not t their faults 3 and to exclude others, that they 

had any inclina to Moderation indeed, under the name of 


mind, fo therg were no Debates to ſpeak of 4 the greatelt that 1 could hear 
as between the Cambridg Protefſor Dr. Gunning, and the Oxferd Pro» 
feſſor Dr. Creed, about (a band Fein jnviaed) tve Age of Children to be Can» 


firn'l, | 


2, For 


cerning, Ecclefiaſtica! Afﬀairs, | | 
deavours, to have a Parliament that would paſs what they would contrive 
and prepare for them. And (o they, inſtead of fending more Labourers 
into the Vincyard, hired (as fome fay) Labourers to turn out, or keep out 
Labourcrs from entring in. And the Labourers in Penſion were not im- 
ployed only in State, bo alſo in Church- Work. Their Interct was © 
reat in that Parliament, as to cna&t what was reckoned an Innovation in 
| Lon Colleges in both Univerfitics ( by the above-named Biſhop Brownrig, 
and Prideaxx, &c. in theſe words, *By introda- 
: Copy of the Proceed» * cing, Latia Service in the Communion of late in 
ings, &c. 1641, In- © Oxford, and into forme Colleges in — 
novation 17, — and Evening Prayer > © that 
© young Students and Servants in the Colleges do 
© not underfiand their Prayers. But now the Latin Service may be uſed in 
any College, or Hall, in Oxford, Canbridg, Wiftmiaſter, Winchefter, and 
Eaton, Convocation of Clerks. " 
tar pm on the Foup fide, muſt be 
Dr.Txchaey,Dr.Wal- acknowledged Men of great ſound 
Is, Or.Conant, Horton, i 5 ONE 6 
Lightfoot, Mx. Baxter, converſed more great Congregations 
Mr. Woodbridg, Dr. the others had, and ſo were more fit to Adviſe 5 as 
Seaman, Dr. Spurſtow, learned PraQtitioners in Phyſick are fitter to Adviſe, 
Facomb, Bater, &c. and more likcly to hit the Temper of the Patient, 
and Biſhop Reynolds than a Profefſorin the Theory. And the account 
oz this lide. of their Proccedings will to Poſterity ſhew to the 
impartial and inquifirive, both their Parts and their 
Temper. When read them, 1 do the lefs wonder 
—_— at = pr - what - np way a great Biſhopin his prime Vi- 
ford in P, tation, er, did teach his Clergy againſt 
reading that Book. 

Thus was the Platform of the preſent Conſtitution drawn, and it ſtands 
leaning altogether to the one fide, and what wonder,that many that ſcem 
wholly to lean upon it, do cry, I» fuls, it falls, that was not hid upon a 
larger Foundation. But how did theſe Maſter-Builders proceed in the Go= 
vernment of their New-Retormed Church ? It feemed to be built no lar- 
gr than to contain one Family, the genuine Sons of fach Fathers 3 there 
was bur one narrow Door of admiffion to it, a Lock ir, and 
the folk Power of the Keys was in trulty Hands, and im the hand. 
ot a Friend, there was no outward Apartment in it toentertain 
or belonging to it ; But ſore got a falſe Key to the Door, as many call it, 
| 4 
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what he came about 3 


| ( 
with his Funeral Sermon and Life. 
rian, to ſatisfy us that he was none, 
and main Work is, to Unite. The Paſf; 


. 126. *1 take it to be , and of all my Brethzen, 
Tbops, and Miniſters of t —_— of God, to do our 
© powre, according to the Mcaſure of Grace which is given to every one of 
© ts, that at laſt an End may be put to the Differences of Religion, or at 
© leaſt they may be leſſened, &e. 

How others of their Order, that are dead, and alive, that managed that 
Affair, for the Nanding or ſhaking of this Church, have carricd-themſelves 
in Debates, and great Trials, is better known to others than to me. Only 
E will crave leave to ſay, That one at that time but Doctor, hath not con- 
fultcd the quiet of peaceable confidering Men, by provoking Mr. Baxter 
toſhew Reaſons of his Nonconformity, which are too hard for many to 
anſwer, and unanſwered yet. And it is tono to fer R, again(t B, 
and Baxter againſt Baxter, as if none could anſwer him till he turn Confor- 
miſt and anſwer himſelf 3 and it will not do, to whiſper, that the Man is 
=_ crack'd 3 for indeed, the more crack'd he is, the more Kernel 
is 

The wiſe and good Biſhop Wilkins, was a Man of another Spirit, and 
took comfort in his healing Endeavours upon his Death-bed. And the 
Eord of his infinite Mercy, move and engage their Right Reverend Survi- 
vors, and other eminent Divines of che Church, to lay to heart our dole- 
ful, broken, and declining State, and ſupplicate the King and Parliament 
to. unite and ſirengthen the Proteſtant Intereſt. A far better Work, than 
to invite the Non-conformiſts to come in, as things do ſtand, or to provoke 
any of them to'ſhew cauſe of their Noncoaformity, which tends but to 
exafperate ſome, and to ſhake others our of their own Communion, if 
they prevent it not. - I do not ſpeak at all adventures. - If ſome could 
have executed the Laws, or prevailed with Magitirates fo to do, we. 
ſhould have had a Milicant Church indeed. In the Year 1669, we had fe- 
vera} Articles- fent down. to the Clergy, with private Orders to- forme, to 
make the Conventiclersas few and fimall as might bez ———— — 

- - The. cighth and latt was this, Whether you do think, * they 
That is, The might be eaſily ſuppreſs by the Aſiſtance of the Civil, Me 
Diſſenters; ''— gijtrate #: ' Sorne wade bold roanſwer more than Ay, 'or No. 

| Since, what cncourazcment had a ſort of (:andalous Parſons 
to-become Informers; Eur God took fone of theſe into his own hand 3 
ſome cut off. and ſome convinced.3- and-t rhe gentleneſs of the 
Civil Magittrate, and {hame of the Office, Meetings weut on, and grew, 
as they: are. at this day.—— Some of the. Informers were iruck into an 
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Ae of th Prexcher, and mnver of their 
and ſome, as Gubſon of Leiceſter, diced miſerably 


- Cone Lf6f 0 Jon 


| -, A large in this Head 3 I will be ſhorter in the reſt, 


4. The fourth Conſideration is, The Qyalifications of their Perſons. 
They have their Faults, no doubt: The Angels of the Churches, are not 
Angels of Heaven. They are better known to many Great Men in Church 
and State, than to me,who very rarely ſee or converſe with any. But if they 
required my Teſtimony, I would give it, That for Loyalty to their King, I 
never knew any more, They cannot drink his Health, but they helpe to 
pray him to his Throne, _ fir upon it, and pray him 
___ Heaven. cak his Laws, ſay , and ow Sedition ? &c. 

Do they { ? ww ths cx aplerad they cannot keep 
his Laws, that fuch Laws arc made which they cannot keep. Eut have 
they refilted, when their Goods have been ſcifed, or broken Priſon, &c- 
A have they been in ? Bleſſed be God, who hath kept them 

the Sltaders of their Adverſazies,and convinced thera (if any thing 
_—y that they can Preach, and Pray, and not into a War x and neither 
Preach nor Pray us into a War, or a Plot. 

Their Holineſs and Morality is conſpicuous, and they-are uſeful. many 
ways in the Common- Wealth ; and for their Miniſtcyal 
them but thoſe Grains which no Man of-Charity denies, and no Man 
any Abilities cat paſs for currant without, they ( are Men of different 
ſtatures, it is true, but ſome ) are eminent for variety of excellent and-uſe- 
ful Learning, and known to the Church of God, by many raze pieces of 
Practical Divinity, arid Controverſal, Beſide the many Tracts of particu- 
lar Men,that will be valued while Clvifizniy hath. any Name 
to core. See but a Specimen of theis Dexterity in Practical 
thoſe LeQures, called, The Morning Exteyetfer at rages ye 
-For poſitive, in their Moming Exerciſes at St. Giler in the Fields, &c. 
And their Polemical, in their Morning Exerciſes againſt fa And 
-there are very able Divines and Preachers up and down the 
thoſe that arc'known in Landon, What Service hath Mx. Poot's | 
» Dr: Owen's Anſwer to Fiat Lax, Mr. Baxter's boy for 
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Ings 40 ſee them all under the ſame Banner, and of the fame Body, aud 
the ſame Denomination. - The Meafurcs of theic- muſt nor be taken from 
ſome Mens Books, who had magnifitd their Ofhce more, it they. had not 
expoſed and vilified ther. Are there any mean and weak chem ? 
They may be uſeful it m_—_— and od improved but the beft of them all, 
hath no more Liberty, ventures for, than the very 
meaneft. I,would conchude, rogtires g theſe Querics 

Firſt 3 Whether it is thought that any of from above, with 
Minifterial Abilities 3 and inſtrutted to the Ki of God ? 

I will not deſcend ſo low as our Legal Rule of Trial ; Are they fitted for the 
Miniſterial Office ? Have they Ul in the Scripeure? Skill in Ori 

inal and other uſeful Learning ? Are they Orthodox in Judgment, free 
bo Herelic ? Do they conſent to the avowed Dodtrines of the Church 
of England ? Have they the Gift of Utterance ? Are they willing, and 
defirous to ferve in the Goſpel of Chriſt ? No doubr, bur rhe oldeſt 
to the youngeſt of them, they will ſabmic to an Examination, if thought 
neceſſary-to their Admiſſion. Beſides the full” Proof ther ny ef ee 
have given, even to an Excellency, above moſt of our Brethren. What 


_ Parts of Apoſoka, truly Primitive Ch | 
enjoyncd them; as the Apoſtles and their riext Succeffors 
them (as nearly was bt lnnd Gras antortecd and cxncied Mikey) 
The-echicf of them ſay they- can, and it is that they contend for. ' Laſtly, 
I ask 3 Do we think that Chriſt would have fent them out to or 
forbad them, the Apoſtles have given chem the Right-hand of F 
or not? Would St. Paw have "Os har the pel was by 
CE Sloatiy Tains Bites ar; the 6 wel bs ff 

,T query 5 ore - 
Breet footer an adunichtretion of Gvenes ad Dijpio 


Here {cems to me, tobe a K 
Ibis Church * E 


| / Church as oltablithed by Law; 
a ln the Lt, tn th Htgr 


vernment 
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m”— I» rw wigs pI UB op Ks bv 
» SEN, againlt Men found in Dodtriac, and cnavied by Chrilt 
to ſerve him ? a, Whether this Form of Government to which 
not conform, be that Form of Conſtitution to which they muſt 
or clic Og green ny ee pg hen ene yo 
poſition, That all particular Laws of the Church mutt 
neral Rules of Chriſt, aod got be to the damage of the Church 
vers. 3- Whether the Apaſtolical Church-Pradtice, be not rather 
to all ſucceeding Ages to follow, than the Fourth Age which wax 
wanton in Ceremonies, and caſt thoſe Ceremonious etnies 
dy, becauſe the Sun of Imperial Favour, and Proſperity did ſhine 
hear? 44Th offer, that (wppoling that the preſent Church-Frarve of 
Goveannment, Worlbip and Ceremonies, ( which as it is with 
ey rr Fong firmed Penalties, is no older than 1662. ) 
be gearclt of any in the World, as ncar as may be to the Prime Primitive 
A lical Church 3 for all this, whether there be no way to be uſed, or 

n with the Non-conforming Brethren ( ſuppoſe them all under an 
 ——_—— particular of Church- Government and Ceremonies) but to 
Glence thaw, to forbid thera to preach, upon ſuch penalties ? Or, 
not the Governours of the Church, out of reſpeR to their Maſter 
Chriſt and to the Gifts and Graces which he hath given to them,and thereby 
commended them in his Name, to the Acceptation of his Flock, to fad 


out ſome way to render them uſcful to the ſervice of his People 3 Ido fup- 

, that all, whom Chriſt hath qualihed with Abilicics, and made wil- 

and that have dedicated themielves to his Service, to be 

xeccived and imployed. ( And may I ſpeak and write it 3 Is 

there not implyed a Wo © them that hinder, as well as to them that 

preach not the Golpel? 
Bo ac CERES 

5 > Rn OS = _—__ 
Temporal Laws requiring Conformity, are any 

bidden by that Law to preach, &r, whom Chri& bath heed for it ? then, 

here no —— 

fuch as arc erms which 

bears Rule thera 

nth ets ne Church ? If « Law 

af the Meder and Perfuns 5 O——_ This 


Law was not given in the Mawat. Art there arc 
{os the Expuzation and Nan-obligation of the fourth Law 


— 


himſelf, There is no temporal 
urs detrimental to the Common-wealth; 'and oy not, when the 
ſuffers - br, rn Fac _ 

Objch. But the Church not, are more in the Univerſitier 
and Countries, and Cities, that will conform, than the Revenue of the Church 
will maintain, 

Anſs. 1. It is one thing to admit our Non-conforming Brethren tothe 
Preferments of the Ch and another to the Service of the Church 3 
admit them firſt, and God will provide for them in time : I believe they 
defire nut that any Man ſhould be diſplaced for them. 

2. Put them into a Capacity for the diſcharge of the Miniſterial Office, 
for which they are prepared, and many of them have Epiſcopal Ordina- 
tion. 

3. He that faith there are too many Labourers for the Work of Chriſt 
in the Church, muſt hold, that Chritt gives Gifts ſuperfluous, and gives 
Talents to them that have no place to trade with them, or knows not the 
EC the Paſtoral Charge, or the great need of Souls, and of more 

- If there be ſuch fore of Miniſters that there is no room, it would be 
acceptable ro Chriſt to take care of Forreign Plantations 4 But alas! How 
many go aſtray for want of Shepheards! | See Mr. Godwin's Negroes Ad- 
pocate. 

Laltly 3 I doubt not, but it is in the Power of our Church Governors, 
to make a great Change for the great Advantage of the Church 3 ſome of 
them have a great influence upon the Legiſlation 3 many have intereſt in, 
if not,great treedom with the great Men in Power, Opportunities to ſpeak 
for the Mourning, Church, and to ſhew them what is good 3 which would 
more become the Miniſters of Chriſt, than to expoſe the Infirmities of the 
Non-conformifts, or miſreport their Doings. It in the preſent Exi 
and Dangers of the Church, ( which they are ſenſible of, becauſe of our 
Diviſions, or eMe many would not invite them in, or condemn them for 
keeping out ) Our great Mcn in the Church do not all that in them hes 
to procure our Peace, they are like to anſwer for it to the Prince of Peace, 
They that urge the Law againſt their Brethren, muſt cither convince them 
of the goodneſs of the Law, which they can never do, as that to which 
they ought, upon peril of their Salvation to ſubmit 3 or elſe declare their 
Grict, that with all thcir Importunities, Prayers, and favour with Men in 
Power, they cannot get the Law made eaſy 3 orclſe this lies againſt then, 


that many of the Church procured the Law,which was upon their 
Advice, and to gratity:them: andit fo, then they bur for a time conictal 
their ownunchaiirablencels, undcr the Wing of a Law, which is pleaſing 

to 
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Law, but is nulled or amended when it” 
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Love, | 

ſt; cannot ſubſcribe, and declare, and (ubj 

( how eaſy (oever it ſeems to many a ther 

and do , needs no 


a9 part, 
to find it Top them. And tony that 


2. They do not follow the Dictates of a weak and 
t fear to fin againit a tender Conſcience, upon the bet 


as Light and Reafon 3 but from the 
of gmentand their Sincerity, notdaring to at againſt 
ments, But if it were their Weakneſs, if mult be 


> wen by , ( which appears 
wn of tos a ſtomachſul Child ? Will he provoke 
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and their Diſſent conſientious. 


ſe it to-my Reverend Superiaurs, in an 
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, that they 


of their 


Perfons, for a legal diſcharge 
low indeed ) to provoke any Superiours 
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Duty,to unite thie Heaves 6f his Proteſiane Subydcts ? Have woact inone 
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prayed for Union wreltke with God, 
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lye on their fide and no more upon 
if not, let thern be excommunicated from 
Church, if not accurſed of God ! Or were they never meant? As be- 


no Proteſtants 3 or not Loyal Subjes? And what are they that ſay 
in M may not fee fuch a Trial, as 
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the Expence and Profufion of their deareſi 
I cannot think any _————— Clemency of the King's 


Nature, who hath always ready to grati — Defigns. Can 

nn ore re pen nd late Great, and Uni- 

ny rr 
as quick difcerning 

and have made a Diſcoveries of the Works of Darkneſs as any other, 

for their time* and fee a neceifiry of uniting Proteſtants at home, and 


ſuccouring Proteſtants abroad 3 and cannot they diſcern, by what Perſons, 
whoſe Endeavours,to whoſe purpoſes our Conſtitutions have been ſcrewed 
{ high ? Law <q par xs as 7p nn rnd yt gy 4 
id of their undoing all : _— in- 

be 


terian Paliament, and who are 
deed they would think it hard Meaſure, that every Man in England 


; Shadows,. and to 
the Antiquity. If we 
cannot diſtiaguiſh between an Alteration and a Diſſolution 3 between 
Reformation ( of what hath been changed one way or other, in every 
Princes Reign, ſince the 2d of Edw. 6.) and an Extirpation, we are 
not Cathedral-meo, that know the Note may be changed, and the In- 


I 


Many cry out upon Schiſar, that miſs of the Notion 3 It is a 


Sin ! Should we not therefore do what poſſibly we can, to remove the 
Cauſes, and to redeem Souls from the Sin and Guile of it? To this end, 
let us take notice,that the Carnal Heart is the Seat of Schiſm. Are there no 


F 


Schiſmatical Notions, or Paſſions and Luſts in us withia the Pale 
know that Vaiformity in Diſcipline and Modes of Worſhip, could 
extinguiſh, or refirain Divitions in former days. How was the 
divided between thoſe two,the prevailing and rifling Arminian Innov 
and the Anti- Arminian Propugnators of the Dodrine and ancient Diſci- 
pline of the Church ? And the Feuds were greater between theſe in many 
Reſpes, than between the Conformift and Non-Conformift. And the 
ſtraining of the Girdle of Uniformity burſt the Buckles, and the Gar- 
ments hung looſe, till by a new AR, the Girdle was made fironger, and 
leſs than it was before, and new Buckles made a purpoſe for ig. —  * 
There is an Unity, where there is not an Uniformity, and Vice verſi. 
To what Church in London can a Man go, and find an Uniformity, exact- 

ly keeping with Rubri.ks and Orders? and yet there is a Conformity, a 
in gencral an UVaity, I might inſtance in Miniſters, and Ptople's deviating 
from the Rule, in Prayers. What Uniformity among the People ? fore 
ſtanding,others kneeling, and others leaning, it not fitting 3 Some facing the 
Lot 
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Legal 

Schiſm, which I _ — 
hy 7 convertible, whereas the internal may be in Con- 
formats, as well as Non-Conformift;. But what js the external Bond and Liga- 
ture of #y? what makes the Conformift, and what makes the Non-Con- 
formiſt ? Take away the Mount and Pale, and the Incloſure and the 

held is all one for the Flocks to feed together. Some have ext the 
AR of Uniformity as a bleſſed ARt3 and as the Bulwark ot the Pro» 
to the 


iſhed by Law. 

is the Bulwark alſo, 

Mercy to us: Bur 

alas! what a Fence is the AR, it the Governours were » The 
Proteſtant Reli as Chriſtian, as oppolite to Popery, was 

Aqt was would be, if it were reviſed and a > 

c Va- 


_ ooo is, that they are i 
ted Schiſm he Differences are originally in the minds of Men, 
and forced out by an AQq. From this the Conformift and N | 
receive their Denominations. Before this, were Dr. Bates, Dr. F acomb, Dr. 


and others, Schiſmaticks,any more than the learned Dr. 
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an offenlive Innovation to a Browne 
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ſervice in Latia in the Univerſities, I diminfer Windefte, Eaton, when they 
plcaſe, as was noted before. 

2. The of old fiuck at Subſcriptions, ar anizo, to the 
> a but by this they 


maſt ſubſcribe and declare, &v. a fure way to win 


3- Not only to Articles of Religion ( which was enough for a Confor- 
miſt.in Queen Elizabeth's days) but all and every thing, &e. 

4. Did ſome think that Biſhops and Preghytcrs were but one Order? 
Now to keep them out, the Biſhop is conſecrated in a new Form, to the 
Office of a Biſhop, as a Superiour Order 3 at leaſt as forne conceive. 


$. 
Allegiance and Supremacy, and by virtue of theſe conjundtly, did adhere 
to Kingly Goverment, under the Uſurpation, and endeavoured to re- 
fiore the King, But now that muſt be renounced (fill to help to 
more ) into Conformity, was it not the way? Will they for 
Union quit the Ds . and conform tos > it hall 
them in! Would they have the Li They ſhall 
in as few things as be. Can they uſe the Ceremonies rather 
deprived ? they muſt dechare openly as much. Can they practiſe the old 
Conformity * They ſhall renounce the Covenant, by which- they 
bound to endeavour a Reformation * Would t 
heretofore they might be ? No, not except 
ſent once a month. If one thiag will not keep 
if nothing at all will keep them out, then they 
great Evidences, if not Recantations . And who arc moſt gratified 
encouraged to come in, but a Man whoſe Conſcience can reach many 
Miles to two ſeveral Diocefſes, it may be, from _ to Living? He 
hath no more to do, but to come within his time, and declare 
to Law, and read his Certificate of renouncing, &c. and the Law hat 
nothing more to require of him, ſave that where he is Refident, or Incurn- 
bent, and hath no Impediment 3 then indeed he ſhall read the Service, &e. 
once a Month, or it hve Pound. It a Man loves his Eaſe or his Pro- 
hr, let him conform 3 all che difficulty is in in: It he will, he may 
do any thing per aliam, except dye, and give up his Accounts. —. When 
I conlider thele things, 1 do not wonder there arc fo many Now-Con- 
formiſt;, 

That Honours of his Profeſſion, and our and either the Example, 
or the Shame of them that ſhall ſucceed, Sr. Hales, (aid ( to Mr. 


Baxter, on whoſe word I take it ) this At of will-never unite 
and heal us; and did upon occafion draw up a new of Uniformity. 
His Judgment might as ſoon be taken as any Mans 3 and becauſe his Me- 

wory 


which ſhould be cvery good Man's 


Hands were united, and at work, to 
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iy 


If al Tet 


(597) . F 
bi AD ns CORE _— 
They may read their but in ; Debaucheries, contempt 
Charatter in bs Ms- God, and the Power of that Religion, which they 
jefty's Proclamation 9- either contracted into an aneaſy corner of a Facti- 
gainſ® Debaucherier, on, or elſe enlarged as far as Rowe, They who 
1660, printed, and ts reared too high a Wall about the Church, have not 
be read in Churcher, fcen the influence of the Sun it,to impregnate 
4 bg RE t ny wary oh 
purer kind that ſpring up in it, pa yellow, faint and lan- 
id: There is a great noiſe and found of Religion, but lictle Life and 
1” What a brood of Atheiſts, Papiſts, Zealous Formaliſts and Con- 
tenders have grown up ? Since a Bill of Divorce was iſſued out to ſeparate 
able Miniſters from their Congregations, an illegitimate Race ſprung up, 
who cry up, Law, Law, and fin againſt the Confeibons and. Prayers im- 
poſed upon us by it : And-the Church, which. was the. moſt Pregnant 
Mother of folid and holy Chriſtians of any in the World, after many Years 
traveland pains, ſees more of the ſhape and form, than of the lively Spi- 
rit and ſtrength of true Piety. who take themſelves to be 
and the Divorce to be null in it ſelf, have come together 


the unmarricd, tn they will a they do, prop Grow and the Church 


at is now weak, and 


To draw to a Conclaſfion 3 I will firſt point out -the Obfiructors of our 
Union. 


rg Ws 


a. . 


( 3 2 

and'Low? T will pray for them that CSR bent abed chan 
that are near a level with me. - divide cheſe into Clergy and 
Lairy 3 I will me to the firſt, they do influence many of the 
other.” Bur by PER CININY a Remark : Iris fo come to-paſs, 
that our drivin pero have A Fricnds 
- wana, bu le or no Rel 

and Heazt, could tl) won arr re nr ing of 
Miniſtess, reputed to be unleamed 3 becanſe conftant and 


Prea- 
vhers, they could cafily part with theſe, and give reft to their own Ears; 


by ſtriking them dumbs They were tickled, it not captivated, by the go- 
rid and gentile Preaching, and Writings of ſome. (of a more Romantick; 
than true Majeſtick and Divine Stile) of the Sons of the Church 4 and 
therefore ſay, Let theſe preach, and the reſt keep filence. Some of theſe 
kept up the Repute of the Church of England, under its Oppretboo, thae 
loft it in its Exaltation, When their Feathers were grown, and covered 
with yellow Gold, they ſpared their Voices, fled from Preferment to Pre- 
=_— to gather Gold, but ſpread not their Wings to ſucker and cheriſh 
Brood. 


Theſe were the Maſters of the Religion of the Courtiers 3 and many 
being tired with the Uſurpation, os ek their own Reaſon in comple- 
ment to Courticrs, for a time, d ſubmit to what was determined 
by our Leaders. Nod who weetey > Chace Poi us wells Church 
Proteſtants 3 ſome of whom were carried their own temper of 
Moderation  fir{t, to firain hard to what really they adjudged 
of an evil Tendency, tho of an t Nature, as they thought 3 and 
moe Som wh to exact of others, what theycould do themſelves. The 
more ing and obſtinate, ſaw the Journeys end of theſe Charioteers; 
denote ddbone a: Others that were peacrable and fa- 
cile, complied, in hopes of the eſtabliſhment of the 's Declaration, 
and were held in Parke, till their Enemies ( "tis a fad, too truce 4 
word ) got that Power, as to force them to yeeld or fly. The Gentleman, 


m_— began 
own Ground. Many oft a but ſeeing the Nm 
ny were «ſolved for France. and Kome 5 when they had as far as 


Ganterbury and Dover, and kepe pace with thery, were to go no 
further, but to turn back, and break from the Company. The reſt of the 


Church Contormills,. were cither the ſame, or like them that were _ 
IT 


became idle, hot, intemperate, : 

the others, no more than they deſerve. A new Generation come up with 
in theſe cightcen or twenty Years 3 many of them take the riling Side, 
Cant ſome Scraps that fall from their Leaders Mouths 3 as much 


with their Tecth as with their Tongues 3 being neither ſiudious, nor con* 
ſiderate, nor modeſt, but venturers in Cenſures 3 —_—_ 
to dirc& and overſee the Souls of Men. Upon ſome folemn Times, 


ſome folkemn Days, Diſcharge freely, but Aim with an . evil 
ſcare away ſome Birds, but convince no Man of Sin, or Duty. The Judi- 
cious of all Degrees, {pare not to declare their diflike of theſe Men. In 
a word, The growth of Popery, and the antipathy that is kindled againſt 
it, by the hery Deſigns of Papilts, and the Light of Truth 3 the Modera- 
tion of ſome eminent diſcerning Church-men, the good Behaviour of Dif« 
ſcnters, the weakneſs of the Proteſtant Intereſt, by our needleſs Divitfions, 
the ſobricty of our Gentry, the unanimity both of them 3 and the able 
Country-men, and Citizens, and their Zeal, ſccing all at Stake, doth 
ſeem to open a way to a defired Union, notwithitanding the averſation 
of ſuch Oppolcrs as I ſhall name. 

1, A Party of Rigid Impoſcrs, Impoſers in Opinion, not yet in Power, 
that's the beſt of it 3 they mightily take the Yoke, Saddle, and Collar of 
Bells, andehe Rack in which we muſt follow, as the only way. We being 
Subjedts, muſt not judg, but ſubmit; and they being Judges, weigh to 
every Man the (ſame weight 3 the Weakeſt muſt bow down to as great a 
Load as the firongeſt, whether they can bear it or nots and meaſure to every 
Man his Omer, whether he can digeſt it, or not, (if it were all Manns, 
directly from Heaven, a weak maſt ſtrive to ſwallow it) but yer 
God, that allowed an Omer to every one that could, did not require it 
every one that could not, upon pain of turning out, end not coming 
within five miles of the Family. bf Saxl had been of theſe Mens Conftitu» 
tion, David muſt not kill Goliab like a Non-conformift, but go forth with 
his Azmour, his Helmet, and Coat of Male, and gird ons Sword 1 
he was ſo reaſonable, that ſeeing David could not go withthem, be 
go without the Formalitics of a Champion, There may be as i 

between the underſtandings of forne yourig | 
mitts, and the underſtandings of great Doftors, 2s was between 
Head, and Saz!'s Head and Helmet 3 the things required for Aſſens, 
much too big for their Capacities: But every K M-B. that is but B. 4. 
a Deacon, mult Aﬀent and Conſent, Declare, mo 
feffor of Divinity, as politively as it he weas an Arch 


b, 

or mult not take the Work uporr 
Licenſ d Comment, upon (as forme 
Catechiſe the Noviſes well in our 


Lam for 3 Who am 1? and the by —— —— Bur 
theſc large and intricate Ilmpoſitions, being equal upon all, Ualearncd as 


well as Learned, do a Notion ſomewhat like an Implicit Faith ; 

and not teto Calo, di from an Infallibilicy, — Bur, fGay they, it is ne+ 
ccfſary to eradicate bad Princi out of the minds of Men which grew up 
in the late Times. 1 whether out of the minds of {them that are 


planted wich them ? (But can my Declaration convert her, and root 
out ill Prindiples out of his mind ? What it he doth not fee the reaſon of 
my Opinion? ) or out of the minds that never received thoſe pernicious 
_ z | ny br and wm ens 
with t there is no er of my propagating + let us prope- 
gate Godlineſsand Honeſty, and theſe Principles will never grow up by 
them. The Principles bad been buried in the Church, like Weeds in a 
new-digg d Garden, —_ K—_— renouncing them kept them in me» 
mory. 

2, Some poor, low; "AIP YTRYIR ſuperſtitious and miſled, are 
for this Way,as the only way of Entrance and Continuance in the Churches 
Service 3 Spirits ſo poor that they cannot afford one token of Charity to 
Diſſcaters, as if ſuch a Spiritual Alms, would undo them fo low, that 
having never ſiood upon the Shoulders of Wiſdom and they ſee 
not the Latitude of the way of Heaven 3 fo narrow-hearted, that he thinks 
there is no room for any in Church-Communion, eſpecially in the Minittry, 
that will not go into, and fland in a little Frame, like that in which he 
ſands, like an Image. His Charity may extend to the Salvation of Heas 
thens, ( a Notion pretty rife} but not to the Toleration of Chriſtians, 
eſpecially of Preachers of the common Salvation, if they will not conforms. 
Papilts ſhall ſooner enter into the ——— Presbyrterian. 
And who is the Presbyterian ? He wa a Lord. a Parliament« 
Man, yea a whole Parliament, a Lin t moderate, as well as 

a preaching moderate Conformeſt, The Modtrate af all _— is the 
Blais 5 but the Presbyterians are not moderate: No, a Presbyteri= 
an, is an out-whited 'Jcſuit, and a Jcſuit is an overwitting Presbytcrian. 
Theſe new-CharaQer-makers arc at this Wit: and (cting he would be s 

Vit 


6) Mets 
Wit that makes the Charater, 1 doubt not, but he is for 
greateſt ſort of Wits, that is, the over-witting Presbyterian. This 
Formality makes himſelf and the Government all one, that muſt 
thrown, thinks he, if any thing be abaſcd that varies from his 


keeps him off 3 but, Man, wa sof t 
every Ceremony is in his Eye, a kind of a hallow ; 

— Church, is wrapped in the Rag of Antiquity, which never was 
a picce of a Garment in faſhion in the Apoſtles days, or ſome Centuries af- 
ter: He contends for the Hairs which grow over the Eyes of the 
Church, and the Nails which have pinched and nipt —— 
as for the Life and Soul of Religion. Many are miſled by Informers, 


ſpe of Puniſhment and Sin 3 but have nothing but good to fay of the ill 
Times of Provocation, of Peace proceeding. They do moſt partially 
charge the War upon the Presbyterians. Much more falſly 
upon Praying and Preaching or the Divines that were in the Parliament 
Quarters, and City, many of which were forced thither. It was as truly 
a Popiſh Plot and War, and, at firſt, between Prerogative and Liberty, tho 
not fo bare-faced as this horrid Plot. Theſe Men arc abuſed by forme of 
our Decciving Writers, and know as little of what they declaim againſt, 
as they do of the Diſſenters of this preſent Age. But Addabatorum more 
pugnant 3 & clamorer ( quantos ! }) excitant,—It was a bloody Civil War, vi- 
fibly about Civil Matters 3 it was called Bellum Fpiſcepale, not by Come Par- 
liament-Men only, but one Biſhop, or more 3 to make the riſing Clergy part 
with cheir Mony to maintain it 3 but it was Bellym Papale pro Rege, contra 
Regem, as well as againſt Parliament and Proteſtants. 

3- Our perſecuting Fire-brands, are againſt Proteſtant Peace and Union, 
They approve of perſecuting Laws, if they might have a Parliament to 
make them 3 and it ſhall not be perſecution againſt Difſenting Proteſtants, 
but Juſtice, becauſe it is but the Execution oft Laws : and Diſſenters muſt 
be undone, to preſerve the Law and Government. How freely do they 
exclaim againit it, cloſly gird at our laſt Parliament ? fly upon our Bleſſed 
Reformation from Popery + bletmiſh it with Aſperſions of Sedition and 
Rebellion ( an Afﬀront to Religion not to be endured.) | If they read no 
more than Dr. Dx Moxlin, Pr. of 's Anſwer to Philanax Anglieas, 
they will be more juſt to the Reformation. ] Theſe Men are fo well 
red for a Popiſh Succeſſor, that they can truſt God with their Rel 


tho in Popiſh Hands, ( And cannot they truſt themſelves too? ) but can- 
not 


_ The Ejected 
, the Suburbs to 
Church within 3 whereas one would chink it were the ſafer way, to build 
a Wall about the Suburbs, and bring them within the Line. They hate 
Houſe- ing, and ing into Corners, and would bring out the 
Non-conformiſt; > ts Grin but only in the Dog-dayr. Canicalum 
Perſecxtio txi video. Tertull. Parce Civibus Miles, is Heathen Latin 3 but 
Occide & mandxcs, is in the Original. 

It was a ſevere word of King Jamer; If this be all (quoth he) 
which they bave to ſoy (meaning our famous Dr. Jo. Rainoldr, and the 
other Divines, cal 9n-conformi/t 


of ſpeaking is, enjoy themſelves, that are more Abroad than at Home, 
and as ſeldom in their Studies,as they arc in their Pulpits,arc indiſpoſcd to a 
Cloſure. Theſe Conform p_ above ty ſometimes, whoſe 
are as Cloaks for their Faults 3 and their pretended Loyalty makes 
them ble againſt deſerved Cenſures. Many of theſe conſort with 
Companionof a Feather, inflame one another into a degree of madneſs. 
drive away their People, and when they are gone, throw after 
them, and revile thoſe that entertain them better. Theſe, with all their 
cry, the Church, the Church 3 declaim againſt much ng, 
(and is not that a good way to fave their pains,by calling it needle(s? ) We 
arc not now to convert Heathens, (they would rather confirm than convert 
them ) much preaching hath ſpoiled the World 3 I hate theſe Presbyteri- 
ans, nothing will ſerve thera but _— cry out againſt Calvin, the 
Parliament, the Fanaticks, and run over their Railery, as Papiſts do their 
Beads, Theſe arc afraid of admiſſion of more good Preachers, that their 
Manners will be inſpeRed, and their Churches quite deſerted 3 that they 
malt take more and better pains, or elſe be expoſed. 
5. Eccleſiaſtical Merchants, Ecclefie Poſſeſive Filii, are againſt admiſſion 
of more to the exerciſe of the Sacred : union. The Trade hath _— 
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Gre preat Mens Hands, and the engroffing of the Commodities of the 
Ch hath enriched many, that never would have touched the Barden 
with one of their Fingers, but for But if more Minifters ate 
capacitated by Law, the Endowments of the'Church wilt be diftribured 
into more hands. Theſe turn Prophets, that the Church will fall, when due 
Encouragernents are taken away from Learned Men, in which Rank they 
place themſelves 3 q. 4. Take away Pluralitics, » you —_— ; 
whercas'it is roo well known to both-oar Univerſities, that are a Uif- 
couragement to Learning, that many are not rewarded with a Plarality, 
for their double Portion ot Learning 3 and that the Learning of the Cu- 
rat, isas much the Ornament and Support of 'the Church as theirs, ma- 
ny of whoſe Abſence is as profitable to their Pariſhes, (except to the Poor, 
who have no Alms at their Doors, nor relief 'from the ) as their 
Preſence, Theſe are potent in their Patrons, Friends, and Relations, and 
may obſtru@ the Work, when things come to the Vote, and Fleſh and 
Blood p!cads Reaſon againſt the true Intereſt of Religion, and the crying 
Neceflity of Souls. Bur let them not fear, for there is no er of put- 
ting them out, to bring others in 3 Nor do the Non-conformiſts delire their 
Libcrty with the deprivation of any now in poſſeſſion. 

6. Some honeſt and good Men are afraid of an Alteration from a miſta- 
ted Caſe. Many ran into Conformity to be out of Contulion, and are 
now tenacious of this Conformity, for fear of a Toleration of Popery, 

and Antichriſtian Sets. But there are Mediutns 
The Non-conformiſts between Extreams. ”_ argue in their haſte, 
offired to Conform to from the Neceſſity of a Church-Goverament, a- 
Arch-Biſhop Uſher's gainſt an abatement of Rigor, as if the 'fodering of 
Model. — Partics, would be a throwing of all into the Fire, 
and the running of the whole into a ſhapeleſs and 
formlcſs Lump. Many are boldly impoſed upon into an ill Opinion of 
our Parliament, and compoſing Minds, as if hey deligned a Difſolution 
of Government 3 and indeed A by their cauſſeſs Fears, diſcover the ill 
temper of our Cement,that if you do but touch our preſent Church Frame, 
it will be in danger of falling. 

7. Some arc warped from a Cloſure, by the influence of Self love : 
They have Conformed, and arc afraid of an aftcr-condenination for Cor- 
formity, and that the Non-conformiſts will come in as Vitors, and be puf- 
fed up into an oftentation of their Refuſal and Sufferings upon better 
Grounds and Principles. But Brotherly-love and Self-denial, which arc 
ſo eſſcatial to Chriſtianity, muſt be our Exerciſe, carrying on the common 
Salvation with one Heart and Shoulder. — But theſe two laſt natned, will 
not be grieved at our Union, when it appears to be good, 

Lally, 


home, a 
good Mcn, whom no other 
Diſputation into Love and Compaſſion, 
by not diſgracing others, we might have more hopes. 
conceal his Name, for he is fallen aſleep) who ſaw London-fire, and was 
deeply affected with it, who after his return to his Place in the Country 
on the Faſt following, reckoned this among the many Sins, and Judg- 
ments and Provocations of the Land, that thts fnios wen tor. 
ned out of the Miniſtry, Dy apr > a Solemn Faſt, but was 
chidden and rated into Tears for his melting Charity, by his Dio- 

diſſenting Chriſtians, or Auditors, 
the unwearied Labours of their Preachers, 
and can bleſs God for the many able pub» 
and Faith and Word, without reſpet of Per- 
be forry Anger and cvil-(j we may come to 
and (ce the Partition-Wall thrown 
are too wiſe, and more reſolved upon the 


than to endanger the whole 

ws. wp & I have named who are not of {© 

loſs of publick Church-Proteſtant-Peace 

Caſe Qualifications of the many is ach a5 no 

any Spirit ſhould be afraid to own, by way of Interceſſion, 
tation for their readmithon. , 

I, few that are yet alive, who were Men before the War, arc as 


under the Healing Wings of the Act of Grace, as any other Men who 
veeded that Protection as much as they, and have been placed as near the 
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- Whocan ſay of any of 
Therefore they are admittable ins 
and lefs hurt, it do- 

ivate, Mc-thinks no 
Man 


toa publick Station, where they can do more $999, 
ing hurt were their Delign and _ than 
rr 2 


rous to the State and Church, is it not much more in private ? 
and Jeſuits have not perverted their boaſted of Numbers in publick, 
in private. Families are the Nurſeries of Church and State 3 corrupt 
them, and the poiſon is diſperſed. Me-thinks it ſhould not be at all law- 
ful for N ormiſtr, to preach to a number not exceeding hve at once, 
or as lawful to preach in publick 3 where if they were a Depraving, Here- 
tical Set of Men, ( which they are not ) but to be preferred before thou- 
ſands that Officiate in the Land, they will be more wary and temperate, 
than to loſe their Hearers, or hazard their Liberty, which they obtain with 
ſo much difficulty. Suppoſe twenty Non-conforming Miniſters ſhould 
keep ſirifly to their legal number of five; theſe eweaty Minitters | 
to a hundred Citizens 3 if theſe twenty ſhould LeQure the hundred into 
Atheiſm, Blaſphemy, Infidelity, Herefy, Scedition or Rebellion, would 
it be endured ? would not the Peſtilence ſpread ? And that of the Mind is 
— diffuſed, and as filently conveyed, as the Plague from Body to 
y, and Houſe to Houſe. It they are Men of pernicious — 
they are allowed too much 3 if not, they are allowed too little, It is 
true, they have taken Liberty contrary to Law, to preach togreater Num+ 
bers, and have patiently born the Penalties, when inflicted. And by their 
adventuring, they have vindicated themſelves, and teſtified to the Goſpeb 
which they believe, and ſtop'd the Mouths of many 3 beſides much 
done upon many thouſand Souls, that had been elſe negleRed 3 and - 
xd to the World what manner of Men they are, what Doctrine 1 
and that they have not ſowed Sedition, and ill Principles of Di 
alty and Treaſons : And the many Years experience, and proof givers 
thcir Principles and Abilities, is not only an Apology for them, againſt 
chem that jodg them, vel prejudicts nominis, but furniſh the Wiſe and Mo- 
derate with Arguments to plead for reafonable Abatements for 


them, 

4+ havedoneas much as any Men of their Degrees, to ſupport 
AR and the Proteſtant Profeſſion, wane Terror 
to the Papiſts, as any of their number and quality in the Land : And I be- 
lieve, if — cither Popery, or any Antichriſtian Sets ſhould 
enter in by though they cannot conform to keep them out, by that, 
they would ask leave to remove into other Nations, rather than be a Doos 
tolet in Miſcrics upon their own. 


5 They 
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. are Men of Parts, Piety, and Prudence, found Divines, 
- on oe wade no Man that knows their Perſons, or 
or their Writings, but ought to give them their due, without 
detraQtion from others. With what a ſweet Spirit and Stile, Learning, 
Judgment, Argument, hath Mr. Polebill vindicated them, and the Do» 
Qrinesof the Church, againſt Dr. Sberlock's Imputations ? 

6, Wiſe and great Men for Power, Place, Wiſdom, and Experience 
in Aﬀairs, both of Church and State, have endeavoured a Compoſition, 
though in vain : I ſhould not be aſhamed or afraid, ro my beſt ability, to 
commend the Endeavours of but one Lord Keeper Bridgman 3 of but one 
Lord Chicf Juſtice Hales ( What would we have given for him fince his 
Death? ) of but one Biſhop Wilkjns, or cither of the Deans of Canterbury 
and Pexlr. But I have ſhewed how ſome of the ſharpeſt Procurers of our 
Laws grew mild and gentle. But beſide thoſe venerable Perſons, the 
Right Reverend Bi Reynolds, Gawden, were tenderly affeRted,! as 
was Biſhop Earle; and as the now moſt learned Biſhop of Cheſter, as I 
have it from a hand, the Biſhop of Hereford, belide others, more 
than I can or willname, of eminent worth in the Church of England, 
And _ or, and ſuppreſſion of fo ſound a number of Miniſters, 
doth ncit Men, as Wiſe, Experienced, Selt-ſearchers, Chari- 
table 3 or to deſcend below a Chriſtian, it is not humane nor genteel; 
The more wiſe, experienced, ſcl-acquainted, Chriſtian, or genteel 
Man is, the more moderate in Ceremonies, different Rites, and Impoge 
tions. | Sec thecloſe of theſe Sheers. ] 

7- I never heard any Wiſe, Learned, good Man of the Church of - Eng» 
nn__ their Ejection, nor approve of their Suppreſſion 3 ſome have 

iſhed they would give way to the Wrath of angry — either by 
abſtaining from publick Preaching, or in time of Publick, that they might 
eſcape the edg of the Law. 

$. lt is no more to their prejudice that they are not” all of the Game 
mind, y—2 that we are not all of a mind, no notin the point of Confor« 
mity it felt. 

9. To intercede for them, and their admiſſion, is not to plead for tur« 
bulent, factious, ſchiſmatical Perſons, that arc inſufferable. Make them 
one with us by a Law, and where is the Faction, and Schiſm ? 
the King and Parliament for them, and againſt us 3 their way made 
and ours as it is, only by a voluntary Protefſion, as tied up to it in Con» 
ſcience, but without or againſt the Law 3 ono whom would the of 
Schiſm fall? The Magiſtrates Favour and Law removes, or 
the Crime. 1 know there is a Schiſm, and it is a great Sin, wichoue 
velpeRt ro humane Laws 3 but he that endeavours to keep the a— 
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the Spirit, in the Bond of Peace, is no Schiſmatick, alc 
come up to the Terms of Conformity. I have a tend in imputing 
Schiſm to any Men, who cannot live anddie in Sin but if this be a 
ſin, many Men have dicd in it, never declaring their Repentance for 
their Non-conformity, or Preaching againſt the Prohibition of the Law, 
I do verily bclieve they were not only ſeemingly, but ſincerely good Men 3 
'tis foo hard to judg them dead in Sin. 

10, They arc Proteſtants 3 it they come not to that Teſt, rejet them 3 
they are peaccable, they are loyal, arc true to the King according to Law, 
they have bora their with us. Do we pray tor the King, { do 
they, and for all that arc in Authority, that under them they ma 

peaccable and quiet lives in all godlinels and honeſty ? Do we Falt 
they do the ſame, with great - Who more abundant in La- 
bours than they ? Who more Orthodox according to the DoGtrines of the 
Church than they ?—— My Paper is almoſt at an cnd, and fo am L 


Thus I have communicated my Thoughts with great plainneſs and truth, 
I ſhall ſay what was once ſpoken in Parliargent. *Letus tuſt fear God, 
* then ſhall we honour the King the more, for I am afraid we have been 
© lefs proſperous in Parliaments, becauſe we have preferred other Matters 
© before him. Let Religion be our Primum Duerite, tor all things clſe are 
© but Er ceters's to it, &e, | Sir Ben, Rudyer, 


he cannot 


And whether Excluſion of Papifts, or Incluſion of Proteſtants be firſ} 
endeavoured, is left to the Wiſdom of my Superiors,-God proſper bath, 


For my Brethren and Companion's ſake, I will now pray 3 Peace be wp» 
on Iſred, 


Violentis Conſiliis, nec ſanari nuentes, nec trauquillitas Eccleſia reſtitui wnquam 
poterit, | Phil, Mclanch, ad Hen, 2. Fran. Reg, } 

Quid fi ſquamne Leviathan ith cobareant, ut earum opere textili denſq 
quaſi Loricatus incedat Satan & Catapbratite, quod de (acdere Concordie, 


« 
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Addenda. 


| Will f'l up theſe Sheets with fome Royal Condeſcenſions, and Epi(- 


copal Pleas, ( belides thoſe mentioned betore ) which I humbly 

entreat thoſe in Authority, eſpecially my Lords the Bithops, ſcriou- 

ſly to conſider, in behalf of the Non-conformifts, which may be found 
in his Majeſty's Specches and Declaration about Eccleſiaſtical Atﬀairs, and 
ſome of the Biſhops own writing. And fr{t obſerve what his preſent Ma- 
jeſty fays concering the Non- conformiſtr, &c. 

In his Declaration of Eccleſiaſtical Aﬀairs, Ofdob, 25, 1660. © When 
© We were in Holland, ( fays he) We were attended by many Grave and 
© Learned Miniſters from hence, who were looked upon as moſt able and 
* principal Aſertors of the Presbyterian Opinions, with whom We had as 
* much Conference, as the multitude of Afﬀairs, which were then upon 
© Us, would permit Us to have 3 and to Our great fatisfation and com- 
© fort, found them Perſons full of Aﬀection to Us, of Zeal for the Peace 
* of the Church and State, and neither Enemies ( as = have been gi- 
* ven out to be) to Epiſcopy, or Liturgy, but molily to defire fuch Alte» 
* rations in cither, as without ſhaking Foundations, might allay the pre- 
* (ent Diſtempers, which the Indiſpolition of the Time, and tenderncets of 
* forme Mcns Conſciences had contracted, —— 

And concerning Ceremonics, pag. 6. he ſays, © Now We do not think 
© that Reverence We have for the Churchof England in the lealt degree di- 
* miniſhed by our Condeſcenſions, not peremptorily to infilt on ſome par- 
© ticulars of Ceremonies 3 which how-cvcr introduced by the Piety and 
© Devotion, and order of former Times, may not be fo agreeable to the 
© preſent, but may even lefſen that Piety and Devotion 3 for the improve- 
© ment whereof, they might happily be firſt introduced, and conſequently 
* may well be diſpenſe with; and we hope this charitable Compliance of 
* Ours, will diſpolc the minds of all Men to a cheartul ſubmiſſon to that 
* Authority, the preſervation whereot is fo neceſſary for the Unity and 
* Peacc of the Church 3 and that they will belicve the ſuppore ot the 
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beſt ſupport of by being the 
Men within the Rules of Government. 
And pag. 16,—— * And therefore Our preſent Conſideration and Work is, 


© formity ) through ſcruple and tenderneſs of Conſcience, but mod 

, without ſcandal perform their Devotions in their own way. We ſhah 
© make it our ſpecial Care, fo far forth as in us lies, without invading the 
© freedom of Parliament to incline their Wiſdom, —to concur with Us 
© in the making ſome ſuch AR for that purpoſe, as may enable Us to exer- 
© ciſe with a more univerſal Satisfaction. That Power of Di 

© which We conceive to be inherent in Us: Nor can We doubt of their 
© chcarful cooperating with us in a thing wherein we do conceive our ſelves 
* fo far engaged in Honour, and in what we owe to the Peace of our Do- 
* minionsz which We profeſs We can never think ſecure, whilſt there 
© ſhall be a colour left to the Malicious and Diſaffeted, to inflame the 
© minds of ſo many Multitudes upon the ſcore of Conſcience, with deſpair 
© of ever obtaining any cffe of our Promiſes for their Eaſe, 

And in his Speech to both Houſes of Parliament, Feb. 10, 1667. faith 
He, — * One thing more I hold my Self obliged to recommend unto you 
* at this preſent 3 which is, That you would ſcriouſly think of ſome courſe 
© to beget a better Union and Compoſure in the minds of my Proteſtant 
* Subjects, in Matters of Religion 3 whereby _—_ be induced, not 
* only to ſubmit quietly to the Government, but alſo chearfully give their 
* affiltance to the dppoet of it. 

And in his Speech to both Houſes, Nov. 9g. 1678, He faith, *I meet you 
© here with the moſt carneſt defire that Man can have, to unite the Minds of 
© all my SubjeRs, both to Me, and to ene another 4 and I reſolve it ſhall be 
© your Fault, if the Succeſs be not ſutable ro my Dehires, Beſides, that 
* end of Union which I aim at, (and which I wiſh could be extended to 
* Proteſtants Abroad, as well as at Home ): I laſt Riep I 
©* have made, to diſcera whether the Proteſtant Religion, and the Peace of 


* the Kingdom, be as truly aimcd at by others, as they are really intended 
* by Me, — 

Some Biſhops formerly, and of late, have moſipathetically pleaded the 
Caſe of the Non-conformiſts, whole Apoſtolical Zeal and Charity are worthy 
the Conlideration and Imitation of the preſent Biſhops and Fathers of our 
Church at this Time eſpecially. A former Biſhop of St. Davids, in the 

Convocation 
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Convocation-Houſe, Miy 23. 1604. — ſpeaking of thoſe who were ſeru- 
pulous only upon forme Ceremonies, &#e. * Being otherwiſe Learned, fiu- 
* dious, grave, and honeſt Men, whoſe Labours have been painful” in the 
© Church, and profitable to their ſeveral Congregations, (he fays) tho I do 
© not juſtify their Doings, yet furely their Service would be miſſed at ſuch 
© a Time; as need ſhall require them and us to give the right hand of Fel- 
© lowſhip'one toanother, and to go Arm in Arm againſt the common Ad- 
© verfary, that ſo there might be Vis units fortior,—lf theſe our Brethren a- 
* foreſaid ſhould be deprived of their Places, for the Matters premiſed, TI 
© think we ſhould hnd caufe to bend our Wits to the uttermeſt extent of 
© our $kill to provide ſome Cure os Souls for them, where they may ex+ 
© exciſe their Talents. — Furthertnore, if theſe Men, being divers hun- 
* dreds, ( as it is bruitcd abroad ) ſhould forſake their Charges, (as forme 
* Jo preſuppoſe they will) who, I pray you, ſiwuld facceed them ? —— 
© Beſides this, for ſo much as in the Life-time of the late Arch-Biſhop of 
* Canterbury, theſe things were not fo extreamly urged, but that many 
© Learned Preachers enjoyed their Liberty herein, conditionally that they 
* did not by Word or Deed openly difgrace ordiſturb the State cltabliſhed 3 
© I would know a Reafon, why it ſhould not beſo generally and exceeding 
* firictly called upon, eſpecially conſidering theſe Men are now the more 
* neceſſary, by Canbe we ice greater encreaſe of Papifts to be now of 
late, than were before. To conclude, I wiſh, that it by Petiction- made 
* to the King's Majeſty, there cannot be obtained a quite remove of the 
* Premiſes, which ſeem ſo grievous to divers, nor yet a Toleration for 
* them which be of the more ſaid and temperate carriage, yet at the leaſt, 
* there might be procured a mitigation of the Penalty, it they cannor be 
* drawn by other Reaſons to a Conformity with us... Thus far this Biſhop 
in thoſe days, when the Terms of Conformity were not fo hard. 

The prefcnt Lord Biſhop of Hereford, in his Nalyd Truth, with hearty 
Competion and 7a}, pleads the Caſe of our preſent Non-conformiſts, both 
with the ( then ) two Houſes of Parliament, and the Biſhops in particu- 
lr;— Firft, Ins his Addreſs to the Lords and Commons in general, he 
thus expreſſes himſelf 3 -+ My Lords and Noble Gentlemen, you have fully 
* expreſſed your Zeal to God, and his Church, in making Laws for Uni 
*ty, &c, I call God, the ſearcher -of all Hearts, the God of Life and 
*Death, to witneſs, That I would moſt readily, yea, moſt joyfully Gori 
* fice all have in this World; my Life and all, that all Nonconformity 
* were reduced toour Church 3 but it falls out moſt adly, that your Laws 
* have not the defired effct, cur Church is more and more divided, &c.— 
And concludes, with carneſt” Prayers, * That God would direct them to 
* that which may make for the Unity of our Church, 'by yeelding to _ 
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-- Andin pag. 10. (Edition in Folio) he thus carneſtly and ſeriouſly Ad- 
. dreſſes him to the Biſhops 3 * My Reverend Fathers and Judges of the 
* Church, I (with St. Paxil, Col. 3.) beſcech you put on tatherly bowels of 
© Mercier, Kindneſs, bumbleneſi of Nind, Meckneſr, Loug-ſuffering towards 
* your poor weak Children 3 and fo long as they hold tait the Body of 
© Chriſt, be not (o rigorous with them tor Shadows it they ſubmit to 
© you in Subſtance, have paticnce, tho they do not ſubmir in Ceremonies: 
© and give me lcave to tell you my poor Opinion 3 This violent prefſing of 
© Ceremonies hath (1 humbly conceive ) been a great hinderance trom em- 
© bracing them, Mcn fearing your Intentions to be tar worle than xeally 
© they arc, and therefore abhor them, — 

And pag.11.— * This force-urging Uniformity in Worſhip, hath cauſed 
* great divifion in Faith, as well as Charity 3 for had you, by abolithi 
* ſome Ceremonics, taken the weak Brethren into your Church, they 
© not wandred about after ſeducing Teachers, nor tallen into fo many 
* Opinions of their own.—_—_ e Now I bcſcech you, in the fear of God, ſet 
* before your Eyes the dreadful Day of Judgment, when Chrilt in his 
* Tribunal of Juſtice ſhall require an account of every Word and Deed, 
* and ſhall thus queſtion you: Here arc ſeveral Souls, who taking offence 
* at your Ceremonics, have forſaken my Church, have forſaken the Faith, 
© have run into Hell,the Souls for which I ſhed my precious Bloods Why have 
© you ſuffered this ? Nay, why have you occationed this ? Will you Anſwer, 
© It was to preſerve ozr Ceremonies ? Will not Chriit return unto you, Are 
* your Ceremonics more dear unto you than the Souls tx which 1 died ? Who 
© hath required theſe things at your hands ? Will you, for Ceremonies, 
* which you your {clves contels to be indifferent,no way nec fliry unto Sale 
© vation, ſuffer your weak Brethren to periſh, tor whom 1dicd ? Have not 
©I ſhewed you how David and his Sonldiers were guiltleſs in eating the Shew» 
© bread, which was not lawful but only for the Prieſts to cat ? It D#1d diſpen» 
© {ed with a Ceremony commanded by God, to ſatisfy the hunyer ot his 
© People, Will not you diſpence with your own Ceremonies to (atisfy the 
© Souls of my People, whoarc called by my Name, and protcſs my Name, 
© tho in weakneſs? Or will you tell Chriit, they ought to fluffer tor their 
© own wiltulacſs and pervcricncſs, who will not fubinit to the Laws &f 
* the Church as they ought ? Will not Chrilt return, Shall they periſh x 
* tranſprefling your humance Laws, which they ignorantly cunclude Erronc» 
* ous, And ſhall not you pcriſh for tranſgreding my Divine Laws, which 
*you know to be Good and Holy ? Had 1 mercy on you, and ſhould not 
* you have mercy on you tcllow Servants? With the ſame meaſure you 
* meeted, ir ſhall be meaſured unto you again; I tremble to go tarther, 
* but molt humbly beſcech you, for Chriſt's ſake, endeavour to regain theſe 
* lixayed 


d 
s 
te 
$ 
, 
e 
3 
: 


(67) 
© firayed Sheep, for which he ſhed his precious Blodd, arid think it as great 
* an advantage, as great an honour to you, as it was to St. Pal, to become 
* all things to all Men, that you may gain ſome, as doubtleſs you will ma- 
*ny, tho not all 3 and the few ftanders off will be: the more. convinced, 
© and at long running wearicd out and gained alfo, 


I cloſe this Biſhop's carneſt Requeſts, with one of the” Prayers made by 
the Biſhops, for the late Faſt on Decemb.22. 1650. appointed by the King's 
Proclamation, ( among other ends ) to Unite the Hearts of all Loyal Pro- 
teſtants, ( and I hope my Lords the Biſhops will join their ſincere endea» 
yours with this devour Praycr.) Viz. 


For Union among our Selves. 


Leſſed {ds our $ aviour, and our Peace ; webs didit ſhed thy precious Blood 
wpon the Croft, that thou might ft aboliſh, and deſtroy all | 
Men, and reconcile them in one Body unto God : Look down in mach Pry and 
compaſſion _ this diftreſſed Church, and Nation ; who's bleeding Wounds, oc- 
caſion'd by the lamentable Diviſions that are among us, cry aloud for thy ſpeed 
Help, and ſaving Relief. Stir up, we beſeech thee, every Soul of us, c y 
( 4s becomes ſincere Chriſtians ) to root out of our Hearts all Pride, and Vain- 
glory, al Wrath and Bitterneſs, all unjuſt Prejudice and canſleſt Fealonſy, all 
Hatred and Malice, and defire of Kevenge, and whatſoever it is, that may any 
way exaſprrate our Minds, or binder ws from diſcerning the things that belong 
unto our Peace : And by the Ppwer of thy Holy Spirit of Peace, diſpoſe all our 
Hearts to ſuch meckneſs of Wiſdom, a lowlineſs of Mind, ſuch calm and de- 
libcrate Long-ſuffering, and Forbearance of one another in Love, with ſuch due 
eſteem of thoſe, whom thaw haft ſet over us to watch for our Souls, as may turn 
the Hearts of the Fathers to the Children, and the Hearts of the Children to the 
Fatbers s that ſo-we may become a ready People prepar'd to live in Peace, and the 
God of Peace may berwith w. To this End, give us all Grace, O Lord, ſeriouſly 
to lay to beart, not only the great Dangers we are in at preſent by theſe unbappy 
Diviſions, but alſo the great Obligations to this godly Union, and Concord, 
which lie wpon ws : That as there is but one Body, and one Spirit, and one Hope of 
our Calling ; one Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm, one God, and Father of all ; 
ſo we A nctend be all of one Heart, and of one Soul,cloſely united in one b ly 
bond of Trath and Peace, of Faith and Charity; and may with one Mind and 
one Mouth glorify thee, O Lord, the Prince of Peace, who with thy bleſſed * ather, 
in the Unity of the Holy Spirit, liveſt, and reigneſt cvcr one God World without 
Amicn. ; 


FINTS, 


